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24 COVER Charlie 
Sheen Once TV’s highest- 
paid actor, the Two and 

a Half Men star has 
publicly imploded with 

an increasingly bizarre 
media tour. Forget about 
whether his career can 

be saved—can anything 
save him? By Lynette Rice 


30 Oscars 2011: 
Winners & Losers 
The highs and lows from 
Hollywood's big night. 
Plus: Burning Questions 
(p. 41); Spending the Night 
With Colin Firth (p. 42); 
How to Fix the Oscars 

(p. 44); Style (p. 46); What's 
an Oscar Worth? (p. 53); 
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With Melissa Leo (p. 56). 
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Sheen. Photograph by Peter 
Brooker/Rex USA. 
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_ Feedback — 
HOW TO MAKE THE NEW SUPERMAN SOAR 


News that Henry Cavill would be donning the Man of Steel’s cape and tights for the Superman 
relaunch prompted readers to offer up their own ideas for the film 


WE PREDICT.ALL THE WINNERS! {i 


et! 


and no need for special 
effects or costumes to 
get our attention. 


Ruth Groves 
Phoenixville, Pa. 


No mention of Mick 
Jagger's incendiary 
tribute to the King of 
Rock & Soul, Mr. Solomon 
Burke? Am I crazy or did 
he run rings around the 
young whippersnappers? 
After all the ho-hum and 
pretentious performances, 
Jagger took the stage 

and set it on fire. Good 
going, Sir Mick! 

Ron Flores 

East Chicago, Ind. 


Woman is such a unique 
character with fantastic 
origins. I don’t want to see 
her dismantled like the 
Bionic Woman was in 
the recent reboot. 


Joseph Blomberg 
Fort Lauderdale 


Oscar Wildness 

In “How the Academy 
Votes,” the executive 
stated that The Social 
Network should win Best 
Picture so the Academy 
Awards can “matter to 
people who are 22, not just 
people who are 62.” lama 
teenager who enjoyed The 
King’s Speech far more than 


Inoticed some references 
to the sexy ads for Melissa 
Leo that ran in the Holly- 
wood trades. I believe this 
fine actress might be trying 
to illustrate to Oscar voters 
how much she transformed 
for The Fighter. But my 
question is: Why do artists 
have to campaign for 
awards at all? Shouldn’t the 
work speak for itself? 


Dave Ryan 
Tucson, Ariz. 


Fringe Benefits 
Thank you for your latest 
attempt to help save Fringe 
(Must List). My gift of 


MEET “For any Superman “Forget villains = = “Use John Williams’ 
movie to work, like General - Original theme music. 
THE NEW you need Ultimate Zod, featuredin If the Powers That 
SUPERM AN! | Fighting-style Superman Il. Be toss the theme 
battle scenes, There should be or (shudder) create 
with superpowers. something fresh, a new one, that 
Then no one like Darkseid could ruin the film 
will think he’s a and the baddies before the opening | 
wimp anymore.” of Apokolips.” _ credits are even over.” 
—Aldo Perdomo, —Shawn Warford, —Jamile Booth, 
Los Angeles Lancaster, Calif. East Lynne, Mo. 
Unsung Heroes Save the Amazon The Social Network. It up- choice last Christmas was 
I was shocked that As excited as I am about sets me that young people the season 1 DVD. Anyone 
“Grading the Grammys” NBC’s Wonder Woman are being underestimated who ever liked Lost or The 
(Music) didn’t include (Insider), it makes me when it comes to films, as if X-Files will love this show: 
John Mayer, Norah Jones, cringe to hear the words only “cool” movies about It actually answers some of 
and Keith Urban’s 90- crime-fighting vigilante people their age are capa- the questions it asks. 
second rendition of Dolly and corporate executive ble of affecting them. Jeremy Shearer 
Parton’s “Jolene.” Great (are they turning her into a Maria Bridgeman Medina, Ohio 
guitars, great vocals, female Batman?). Wonder Scottsdale, Ariz. 
CORRECTION Martina McBride, 


not Miranda Lambert, took part in 
the Aretha Franklin tribute at the 
Grammys (Music). 


WRITE TO US! We want to know 
what you think. Send e-mails to 
ew_letters@ew.com or mail to 135 
W. 50th St, New York, NY 10020. 
Include your name, address, and 
telephone number. Letters may be 
edited for clarity or length. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE AND 
SUBSCRIPTIONS For 24/7 service, 
please use our website (www. 
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write to ENTERTAINMENT 
WEEKLY at P.O. Box 30608, 
Tampa, FL 33630-0608. 
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New Kellogg’s’ Frosted and a touch of filling made with 
Mini-Wheats’ Touch of Fruit. S} real fruit, they'll help keep you full 


Packed with 100% whole grain fiber eqouc Ut all morning. 
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EW. What’s Hot on Our Site 


© Chris Harrison, The Bachelor 
© Gail Simmons, Top Chef All-Stars 
© Jeff Probst, Survivor 


© Tom Bergeron, Dancing With 
the Stars (starting March 22) 


EW POLL | 
FAVORITE JOHNNY DEPP CHARACTER? 


With Rango, starring Johnny Depp (or at least his voice), slithering into theaters, we asked 


which of the actor’s quirky roles is his most memorable. No surprise, No. 1 is a real rogue. 


* ‘Wohnny 
» Depp 
OW Piratesof . _EDWARDSCISSORHANDS~ . f 
the Caribbean films (2003-11) _ Edward Scissorhands (1990) - 


: Charlie and 
Ed Wood (1994) the GROCOuIE Factory (2005) 
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FROM THE PI 


nig ie 


IT TAKES A CON TO CATCH A CON. 


AKOUT Ki 


NEW DRAMA SERIES € : a 
SUNDAYS 10/9C | MARCH 6 Le | RealLife.Drama. 


aetv.com/breakoutkings 


RINNA, BUSEY, JACKSON: VIRGINIA SHERWOOD/NEC (3); TRUMP: ALI GOLDSTEIN/NBC; FIREFLY: SCIENCE CHANNEL; FIASCO: LARRY MARANO/GETTY IMAGES 


THE CELEBRITY 
APPRENTICE 

Is this the craziest 
cast ever? With 
Gary Busey, 

La Toya Jackson, 
and Lisa Rinna 
competing, 
expect some fiery 
battles that could 
make the Great 
Joan and Melissa 
Rivers Exit of 
2009 look like a 
simple spat. (NBC, 
Sundays, 9 p.m.) 


left) Lisa Rinna, 
Donald Trump, 


MiustList 


The Top 10 Things We Love This Week 


ADULT SWIM 

iPhone and iPad app 
Go on, take a dive into the 
twisted, naughty, funny 
world of Adult Swim’s 
lineup. The network now 
has an excellent app that 
offers clips, a schedule, and 
some full episodes from 
favorites like Childrens 
Hospital, Robot Chicken, 
The Venture Bros., and 
The Boondocks. (Free 
on iTunes; for ages 
17 and older) 


FIREFLY reruns The 
beloved space Western 
: returns on the Science 

: Channel with segments ex- 
:  plaining the science behind 

: the series. (Go to science 
.discovery.com for schedule) 


: of his trademark humor, 
: tough rhymes, and beats 


LASERS, Lupe Fiasco 

The rapper’s long- 
delayed third album 
features a generous mix 


both mellow and quaking. 
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James Taylor, 
circa 1969 


fall of the legendary Los Angeles club that, in the 60s and ’70s, nurtured singers 
like James Taylor and Carole King and comedians such as Steve Martin. A bonus CD 
offers some familiar hits from the era by King, Taylor, and Elton John, among others. 


INSIDE JOB 
on DVD, 
Blu-ray, and 
iTunes 


GOOD PEOPLE 

on Broadway In this 
riveting new play from the 
writer of Rabbit Hole, Frances 
McDormand (above) stars 
as a just-fired working-class 
Boston woman and Tate 
Donovan plays her ex, who's 
become a doctor and left the 
old neighborhood behind. 


TIGER’S 
WIFE 


THE TIGER’S WIFE, 
by Téa Obreht Only 


_ 25 years old, Obreht has 
_ already written a brilliant, 


powerful debut novel about 


» anescaped tiger anda 
- deaf-mute in a bombarded 


Eastern European country. 


| We'd be envious if we 
» weren’t so engrossed. 


OF GODS AND MEN 
Based loosely on the 


- true story of seven French 


Catholic monks kidnapped 
in Algeria by Islamic terror- 
ists, this PG-13-rated big- 
screen drama is moving in 
its depiction of religious 
conviction, even in the 
face of dire circumstances. 


Cults’ “GO OUTSIDE” 
video The indie band 
pays homage to New 
Wave filmmaker 
Jean-Luc Godard in 
this gauzy Supervideo, 


MTV's brand of spots that pair songs with 
directors and actors. Emma Roberts stars 
as a Bardot-esque actress, while Dave 
Franco James’ brother!) is the cinephile 
who loves her. (At supervideo.mtv.com) 
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chevy.com/cruze 


THE 2011 CRUZE. 
ITS SO 2012. 


The all-new Chevrolet Cruze 


With a 40 GB hard drive, available remote start via the myChevrolet' app and an available USB port? 
it’s way ahead of its time. Get used to more. 
1 Available on the And nd iPhone” platforms. Requires active OnS ubscript ard for six months. 2 Not 


SHECHERS. 


Fitness Group 


Kim Kardashian 


dl 


the newest move in fitness... 
is tying your shoelaces! 


S JACOBS/NBC (2); PULP FICTION: LINDA R. CHEN 


COMMUNITY: LEW! 


rstiook 


ye An early peek at bgome of Hollywood's coolest projects | 


Community 
gets Pulp-y 

Do you know what 
they call a Pulp Fiction- 
themed episode of 
Community in France? 
Awesome, that’s 
what. When the gang 
find out it’s Abed’s 
birthday in the episode 
airing March 24, 

they decide to throw 
him a party based 

on his favorite movie, 
Quentin Tarantino's 
violent 1994 classic. 
Britta (Gillian Jacobs, 
bottom right) does her 
best Uma Thurman 
as Mia, Sefior Chang 
(Ken Jeong, bottom 
left) is Bruce Willis’ 
Butch, and Shirley 
(Yvette Nicole Brown, 
top) ends up sporting 
some fake facial hair 
as Samuel L. Jackson’s 
BMF himself, Jules 
(inset). “They put 

the mustache on me 
and the first thing 

| thought was ‘Whoa, 
there’s my father,” 
Brown says. “I looked 
like my dad and 
Samuel L. Jackson.” 
While on the set, 
Brown tried to channel 
the latter. “I did say, 
‘I'm sick of these 
MF-in’ snakes on this 
MF-in’ plane!’ Not in 
the episode, but | said 
it to myself every 
time | got the chance.” 
—Keith Staskiewicz 


13 


First Look 


MOVIES 


Neil Patrick 
Harris rocks 
The Smurfs 
How exactly did the 
tiny blue dudes from 
*methe ’80s cartoon 
© Go from living in the 
Smurf village to 
jamming with NPH? 
“As one would expect, 
they jump through a 
portal,” laughs Harris, 
who stars in this kid- 
friendly comedy (out 
Aug. 3) as a marketing 
exec who helps the 
Smurfs find their way 
home. Here, the new 
pals blow off some 
steam with a round 
of Rock Band. But how 
do the Smurfs play 
if they can’t hold the 
controllers? “They're 
; small enough so they 
= can step on the but- 
VB a Be 5! tons,” explains Harris. 


“So they're actually 


j > @ remarkably good.” 
“ —Adam Markovitz 
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Th e Ey ent , THE ASSASSINATION 


” Just before the President 
Quick Guide we : is about to reveal the existence 
7 of a group of extraterrestrial 
Catch up on TV’s biggest ir detainees, a hijacked plane 


F threatens to kill him. 
mystery Before it reuims, It disappears before impact. 


THE ULTIMATUM 

yy : The President's life was saved 

THE ABDUCTION |. t 3 by alien “sleepers” living 

When Sean plans an exotic getaway | _% . Nrr> ; among us. They demand the 
to propose to Leila, she disappears | . we « Fe release of their leader Sophia 
and he begins his quest | 4 ee b in exchange for the plane’s 

to find her, leading him deep into W } co i passengers. She plans to lead 

an international conspiracy. os her people away from Earth. 


THEY’RE HAVING 
A MOMENT 


The duo was name-checked in 
the Feb. 16 Modern Family ep 
featuring a drugged-up Gloria. 


Plus, Marin had a recurring 
gig on ABC's Shonda Rhimes 
drama Off the Map. 


/ 


And they're both in the new 
documentary Troubadours, 
about the famed L.A. venue. 


MORE ON EW.COM For 
additional sneak peeks, 
go to ew.com/firstlook 


more colorful. iP 


A Division of NBCUniversal 


THE LAUNCH 

Sophia’s son, Thomas, 

is a “sleeper” who does not 
want to leave. He launches 

a communication satellite into 
space, but the signal is not 
going to Earth... 


THE BETRAYAL 

President Martinez discovers his 
own Vice President is a traitor who THE TRUTH 

has been spying on him for a powerful — Sean is reunited with Leila and they set off 
and mysterious man, James Dempsey, __ to find her missing little sister, who was 

the mastermind behind the kidnapped by Dempsey. They are shocked to 
assassination attempt. discover that Leila’s father is actually an alien. 


For a full recap, visit nbc.com/the-event 


10 play my game 
my Way, 1! want to be 
wantin Giear 


Indoor & Outdoor 
Allergies 


" nee yi W 
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Romeo, 
21, once known 
as Lil Romeo, is 
a rapper, actor, 


Ralph 
Macchio, 49, 
the baby-faced 

star of three Karate 
Kid movies and son of past 
and My Cousin DWTS participant 
Vinny Master P 


"dive 


Dancing With the Stars 


Meet the New Cast! 


Kirstie, Kendra, and...the Karate Kid? These 11 hoofing hopefuls will 
all compete for the mirror ball trophy this season. BY LYNETTE RICE 


WILLIAMS: JOHN SPELLMAN/RETNA; MACCHIO: MIKE COPPOLA/FILMMAGIC; ROMEO: 


ALBERTO E. RODRIGUEZ/GETTY IMAGES; TROPHY: KELSEY MCNEAL/ABC; ALLEY: 
MATT SAYLES/AP IMAGES; WILKINSON: JENNIFER GRAYLOCK/AP PHOTO; LEONARD: 


DON ARNOLD/WIREIMAGE.COM 


SINCE IT’S NEXT TO impossible to 
top a lightning rod like Bristol Palin, 
ABC decided to steer clear of politics 
for season 12 of Dancing With the Stars: 
For the most high-profile contestant, 
it picked an outspoken tabloid queen 
who once paid tribute to her husband’s 


man parts while accepting an Emmy. 


Granted, Kirstie Alley probably won’t 
rally the Tea Partiers to park their 
butts in front of the TV, but the Fat 
Actress star will likely inject a much- 
needed dose of humor into a show 
that was drowning in hate mail and 


voting conspiracy theories last 
season because of Sarah Palin’s 
daughter. “Bristol hit a toxic nerve 
in this country,” admits executive 
producer Conrad Green. “It was fan- 
tastic, how engaged viewers became. 
But it got hysterical at the end.” => 
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News Vc 
&Notes “Stella i) oe 


Channel's 
; fons LA. 


So will viewers go crazy over the latest 
round of hoofers (announced Feb. 28)? 
Sadly, some wild rumors about the latest cast 
proved to be unfounded. (No Vera Wang, Faye 
Dunaway, or Lindsay Lohan?) But as expected, 
ABC stuck with tradition and assembled a 
typical (if slightly unstarry) lineup of pop stars, 
teen celebs, and pro athletes. Why keep going 
back to the same well? “A heckuva lot of people 
want to do the show, but it doesn’t make it 
any easier to book,” admits Green. “It’s a very 
demanding show to take on, and you have 
to clear your diary for three and a half months. 
And a lot of people are really bad dancers.” - whos been linked to 

When the show returns March 21, count on _ James Blunt and 
more theme weeks like last season's tributes 
to rock & roll and TV, as well as those nail- 
biting instant dances. Just don’t think Dancing 
voting will suddenly be transparent simply 
because Palin prompted talk of a ballot-rigging 
conspiracy. “It kills the suspense of the show,” 
| says Green. “If you know how people are 


Psycho 


voting, it will skew things massively. ween _ < Mike, aka. 
We're happy to explain how the voting works, NFL Pro Bowler £3 Vy Michael Catherwood, 
but most sid 's eyes just Eluve over.” from the Pittsburgh of 3 KROG in i 
Steelers and the ’ iaennae 
third wide receiver Pa OUUEIES 
) MORE ON EW.COM to appear on 


@ For episode recaps and more, go to ew.com/dwts DWTS 


CEE LO & ADAM LEVINE 
JOIN NEW SINGING SHOW 


Can Cee Lo Green and Maroon 5's Adam Levine give Fox’s American Idol some competition? The 
chart-toppers have signed on to judge Mark Burnett's singing series, The Voice, which is based on 
a Dutch show and debuts April 26 on NBC. Singers audition to the judges’ backs—so contestants 
are first graded only on their voices, not their looks. Once the auditions are over, judges switch 
into coaching mode to mold the fresh talent, and crooners are sent packing each week. 
Green is coming off his head-turning “Forget You” duet with Gwyneth Paltrow at 
last month’s Grammy Awards (where he was dressed, appropriately enough for a man 
just hired by NBC, as a peacock), while Levine is a multiplatinum-selling 
artist whose band released its most recent album in September. 
“Aside from being incredible voices, they both bring years of 
experience in the music industry,” Burnett tells EW. “Adam and 
Cee Lo have a really cool vibe that has never been seen before on 
a music competition series.” 
NBC is still two coaches short, and one candidate could be the ry 
biggest of them all: Burnett has been talking to Christina Aguilera. W 
Adding a recent overnight stay in police custody for public intoxica- 
tion to her national anthem fumble and Grammy stumble, Xtina 
could certainly bring a healthy dose of unpredictability. James Hibberd 
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Apollo 18 goes for the 
found-footage feel of 
Paranormal Activity 


APOLLO 18 


A TRAILER GOES VIRAL 


Is Apollo 18 the Next 
Paranormal Activity? 


THE INTERNET has been buzzing for the 
past week over the trailer for the new science- 
fiction/horror flick Apollo 18, which claims to 
be found footage ofa secret 1973 moon landing. 
The two astronauts believe the trip to be 
routine...but then one of them is infected by a 
creature. Cue the audience freaking out—and 
potentially showing up in droves when the 
movie opens April 22. Since the trailer’s release, 
it’s been performing incredibly well online for 
studio Dimension Films: In its first six days, it 
was viewed a whopping 4.3 million times. 
With Apollo 18 and the success of Cloverfield 
and Paranormal Activity, it’s apparent 
that “found footage” films are a viable genre 
for studios in a culture preoccupied with 
conspiracies. “People intrinsically know there 
are secrets being held from us,” explains 
Dimension head Bob Weinstein. “Look at 
WikiLeaks: There are secrets that are really 
true to the world. It’s not bogus.” Weinstein 
balks at the idea that this is a work of fiction. 
“We didn’t shoot anything,” he says. “We 
found it. Found, baby!” [Ed. note: Uh-huh.] 
Apollo 18 is also the studio’s first project to 
have its marketing campaign driven mostly 
by social media and the Internet. Dimension 
marketing executive Bladimiar Norman 
reveals to EW that there’s a “secret” website 
(apollol8movie.net/cosmonauts) where 
anxious fans can access bonus material. In 
terms of unconventional promotion, “this 
is just the beginning,” adds Norman, “but I’m 
not giving you any more secrets!” —Tim Stack 


Hit 
L'st 


by Dan Snierson 


1. Madonna’s daughter says she 
and Madonna steal each other’s 
clothes “Oh, so that’s why some of 
my stuff is missing,” said Madonna. 
‘I think I owe Gaga : an apology.” 


2. Justin Timberlake, Larry David 
rumored to be in consideration to 
play Larry in Three Stooges film 
Wonder if these two get sick of 
always bumping into each 

other i in casting waiting rooms... 


3, Syivester Stallone’s abstract! 
artwork sells out at exhibit 
Worried that the paintings would 
be stolen, the gallery installed a 
voice security system that warns 
“Stop! Or my muse will shoot!” 


4. Justin Bieber’ ‘s name ifiomted 
for role in next G.I. Joe movie 

If we freaked out that much over 
a hair trim, news of a buzz cut 
could push us to DEFCON 1 


5. ABC nixes Oscars plan for will 
Arnett to streak across stage You're 
not going to let the guy in the $4,000 
birthday suit show it off? ? Come on! 


6. Man détained at Sharon Stone’ 's house; he claims it was given 
to him by Hillary Clinton Strange twist i in the Whitewater scandal. 


7. Olleens of the Stone Age guitarist says he performed drunken. 
surgery on fan Said Led Zeppelin: “So what? One time 

we [censored] Steve McQueen's motorcycle [censored] French 
twins [censored] hotel balcony [censored] witha Sherpa!” 


8. Don Johnson cast as hairstylist in NBC drama pilot Well, ‘they 
haven't told him exactly what he'll be playing. Just that he’ll be 
involved in lots of blowouts and one character will dye per episode. 


9. Mariah Carey reportedly spent $1.3 million on nursery 
featuring diamond-encrusted iPods and 18k-gold-trimmed walls 
And you won't believe Nick Cannon’s playpen! 


10. New Peanuts comics may be issued, first since 2000 
They've tried this repeatedly over the past few years, but every 
time there was a run-up to the big moment, someone > 


yanked it away from the printer. 


by Jessica Shaw 


{FIVE MINUTES AGO 


James Van Der Beek >» Mark-Paul Gosselaar » Ricky Schroder 
Thruples Couples Singles 
Taylor & Chord Taylor & Jake Taylor & Taylor 
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Monitor | 


Hollywood bombshell 
Jane Russell (1921-2011) 


It’s a testament to Jane Russell's onscreen charisma that she could appear 
alongside Marilyn Monroe in a 1953 movie called Gentlemen Prefer Blondes 
and make the audience prefer the brunette. The 1940s pinup, who died 
Feb. 28 of respiratory problems at age 89 in her home in Santa Maria, Calif, 
was a gifted comedic actress (in Bob Hope movies like 1948's The Paleface, 
though Blondes was deemed her best work). Still, Russell was most famous 
for her voluptuous 38D-24-36 figure, which adorned countless U.S. Air 
Force nose cones and Gl footlockers during World War II. In fact, Howard 
Hughes even invented a special pneumatically enhanced underwire 
brassiere for the actress. It was Hughes, of course, who discovered Russell, 
making her famous—and infamous—by casting her as a tightly clad cowgirl 
in The Outlaw, a1941 Western that was considered so racy and scandalous, 
it didn’t get released until 1943. Russell's career wasn't filled with many hits, 
but she did have a knack for pushing the envelope. She was making 3-D 
movies decades before James Cameron picked up a camera (doing a sexy 
dance in a skimpy outfit in 1954’s The French Line). In her later years, 
Russell found more dignified parts. In 1971, for instance, she replaced Elaine 
Stritch on Broadway in the musical Company. She's survived by three children, 


six grandchildren, and 10 great-grandchildren. —Benjamin Svetkey 


in August. This will in prison on Feb. 24. 
be Stanley’s fourth Chesser pleaded 
child, and the cou- guilty last October 
ple’s third together. to three felonies... 
Sharon Stone, 52, 
MARRIED was given a tempo- 
Kelsey Grammer, 56, rary restraining 
wed Kayte Walsh, order Feb. 24 against 
29, on Feb. 25 ina Bradly Gooden, 
private ceremony in the man who was 
New York City. discovered inside the 
EXPECTING actress’ Los Angeles 
Actress Alyssa COURTS home Feb. 11... A 
Milano, 38, is Zachary Adam grand-theft hearing 
pregnant with her Chesser, 21, who for Lindsay Lohan, 
first child with hus- posted online 24, was rescheduled 
band Dave Bugliari, threats against for March 10. When 
an agent. The South Park creators Lohan went before 
couple married in Matt Stone and Trey Los Angeles judge 
2009.... Kiss singer- Parker for their de- Keith L. Schwartz on 
guitarist Paul Stanley, piction of the Prophet Feb. 23, he informed 
59, and wife Erin are Muhammad, was her, “This case does 
expecting a baby girl sentenced to 25 years involve jail time, 


period. If you plead 
in front of me, if this 
case is resolved in 
front of me, you are 
going to jail, period.” 


CONTROVERSY 
Fashion designer 
John Galliano, 50, 
was dismissed from 
his role as creative 
director at Chris- 
tian Dior on March 1 
after an online video 
surfaced in which he 
said, “I love Hitler.” 
The video had 
become public a day 
earlier, prompting 
Dior spokesmodel 
Natalie Portman, 

29, to release a 
statement saying 


Jane Russell 
in 1952 


that she would “not 
be associated with 
Mr. Galliano in any 
way.” Galliano’s rep 
had no comment. 


ARRESTED 

Los Angeles police 
detained Christina 
Aguilera, 30, on 
March 1 in West 
Hollywood following 
a traffic stop in 
which her boyfriend 
Matthew Rutler, 25, 
was arrested for 
allegedly driving 
under the influence. 
According to a 
statement from the 
sheriff’s department, 
Aguilera was too in- 
toxicated to “care for 
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Matthew Rutler and , 
Christina Aguilera7, 


her [own] safety.”... 
Rapper Juvenile, 35, 
né Terius Gray, was 
arrested Feb. 26 in 
Sterlington, La., for 
alleged marijuana 
possession. 


DEATHS 
Producer-director 
Gary Winick, 49, died 
Feb. 27 in New York 
City of brain cancer. 


Winick had helmed 
Tadpole and 13 Going 
on 80, among other 
films, and founded 
the pioneering digital 
production company 
InDigEnt. “Even in 
a frothy romantic 
comedy, he found 
what was really 
human about a 
scene, or a character, 
or amoment,” says 


hid 


13 Going on 30 star 
Jennifer Garner. “I 
really, really loved 
him.”... Blues musi- 
cian Eddie Kirkland, 
87, died Feb. 27 after 
he was in a car acci- 
dent in Crystal River, 
Fla. In addition to 
recording an exten- 
sive discography, 
Kirkland performed 
with the likes of 
John Lee Hooker 
and Otis Redding.... 
Suze Rotolo, 67, 
best known for her 
romantic relationship 
with Bob Dylan in 
the early 1960s— 
about which she 
wrote the 2008 
memoir A Freewhee- 
lin’ Time—and her 
appearance on the 
cover of the singer’s 
second album, The 


Freewheelin’ Bob 
Dylan, died Feb. 24 
of lung cancer at 
her Manhattan 
home.... Justin 


Deadliest Catch, 
was found dead of 
unknown causes on 
Feb. 22 in a Homer, 
Alaska, hotel room. 


Tennison, 33, who —Keith Staskiewicz, 
had been featured with additional reporting 
on the Discovery by Stewart Allen and 
Channel series Darren Franich 


BIRTHDAYS 


Rob Reiner, 64 
March 6 


Jenna Fischer, 37 
Peter Sarsgaard, 40 
Rachel Weisz, 41 
Wanda Sykes, 47 
March 7 


Juliette Binoche, 47 
March 9 


Carrie Underwood, 28 
Jon Hamm, 40 

Chuck Norris, 71 
March 10 
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The Sad, 
aa Decline 


Charlie 
Sheen 


Flameout doesn’t even begin to describe it. Once TV’s highest- 
paid actor, the Two and a Half Men star has publicly imploded 
with an increasingly bizarre media tour. Forget about whether his 
career can be saved—can anything save him? BY LYNETTE RICE 
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n the end, it wasn’t just the “Chaim Levine” thing. Or the 

warlock thing. Or his claim that he’d cured himself with 

his brain. The truth is, Two and a Half Men star Charlie 

Sheen had worn down his bosses with years of heavy 
partying, frightening domestic disputes, rehab, and hospitaliza- | 
tions—so much so that when he gave an unexpected and shock- | 
ing Feb. 24 radio interview, CBS and Warner Bros. Television 
could no longer justify doing business with TV’s highest-paid 
actor, even if he did star on TV’s highest-rated comedy. 


The 45-year-old Sheen—who contin- 
ued his career-killing media tour this 
week with appearances on Today, Good 
Morning America, Piers Morgan Tonight, 
The Howard Stern Show, and several 
websites—remains largely unwilling 
to take responsibility for his erratic 
behavior, if not the inevitable death of 
one of TV’s most valuable franchises. 
Instead Sheen is choosing to follow fire 
with more fire by demanding payment 
for the eight Men episodes that Warner 
Bros. never produced, all while admit- 
ting to a death-defying lifestyle of drug 
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use. “The last time I took drugs, I prob- 
ably took more than anyone could sur- 
vive,” Sheen told ABC News without a 
hint of irony. “I was banging seven-gram 
rocks and finishing them. That’s how I 
roll.” He may have passed Radar Online’s 
impromptu drug test, but it was clearly 
too little, too late for the companies that 
helped resuscitate Sheen’s career nearly 
eight years ago. “This is something we’ve 
tried to work through to get him help; 
at every step of the way we’ve tried to 
preserve the show and preserve the 
employment for everybody involved,” 


len cols 
e atthe 5} a 
Oth-episode 
celebration in 2007 ™ 


says a source close to the comedy. “And 
yet he just kept thumbing his nose.” 


IT DID SEEM HIGHLY unlikely that a 
troubled actor with a history of alcohol 
and drug abuse could get better after 
one month of at-home rehabilitation. 
(Sheen later said he nicknamed his 
home “Sober Valley Lodge.”) But CBS 
and Warner Bros. seemed confident— 
if not a bit resigned—that their star 
was ready to return to work when they 
announced plans to resume production 
of Men on Feb. 28. All appeared fine 
until Sheen picked up the phone while 
on vacation in the Bahamas and called 
radio host Alex Jones to boast about 
curing his substance-abuse issues with 
his mind, to reveal his status as a 
“Vatican assassin warlock,” and to rage 
against Chuck Lorre, whom he called 
a “clown” whose “real name” was 
Chaim Levine. (Lorre was born Charles 
Michael Levine.) Soon after, while talking 
to TMZ, Sheen accused Lorre of taking 
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n allowed 
r Online to 
administer a drug 
ytest on Feb. 26 


With ABC 
News reporter 
Andrea Canning 


money out of his—and the crew’s— 
pocket by agreeing to shut down pro- 
duction temporarily. “All these guys 
told me to ‘clean it up,” he said. “Well, 
this is me cleaning it the f--- up.” 
Within hours, CBS and Warner Bros. 
(which, like ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY, is 
owned by Time Warner) announced 
they were canceling production for the 
remainder of the season due to “the 
totality of Sheen’s statements, conduct 
and condition.” (The crew will be paid 
for four of the remaining episodes by 
Warner Bros.) “It was not a hard deci- 
sion,” says the show source. “He was 
completely undone.” Still, with Sheen 


ontine.com 


and the rest of the cast under contract for 
one more season, both media companies 
are loath to declare the show dead. Says 
one suit, “Once emotions calm down, then 
we can make a decision [about the show].” 
(CBS Corp. president and CEO Les 
Moonves told reporters on March 1, “I 
hope it’s back.”) Rumors that CBS is woo- 
ing John Stamos to replace Sheen are 
unfounded, according to insiders, which 
will no doubt make the Men star happy: “I 
like John,” Sheen told Access Hollywood on 
Feb. 28, “but he doesn’t have what I have, 
and the show sucks if he’s on it.” 

Sheen shows no sign of stopping his 
self-sabotaging round of interviews. Call- 
ing himself a “rock star from Mars,” the 
actor introduced the viewing public to his 
two live-in girlfriends—whom he dubbed 
“the goddesses”—and insisted the only 
drug he’s on is one called “Charlie Sheen.” 
His aggression toward CBS and Warner 
Bros. continued to increase: In addition to 
threatening to sue the network, Sheen 
told Jeff Rossen on Today that everybody 
is going to be “begging him” for Men’s 
return, but he would do it only if 
he got a raise from $1.2 mil- 
lion to $3 million per epi- 
sode. “Look at what they 
put me through,” he said. 
“Tm tired of pretending 
like I’m not special.” (He 


“We've tried to get him help and 


preserve the show,” says a source. “And 
yet he just kept thumbing his nose.” 


later downplayed the salary demand to 
Piers Morgan, saying he was “joking:”) 

Forget about being special: Is the guy 
even in his right mind? “I think this has 
gone beyond an issue of solely his using 
drugs. It’s more of a fundamental issue 
of his state of mind,” says William C. 
Moyers of Hazelden, the Minnesota- 
based addiction-treatment center. “I 
don’t think he came across as very sta- 
ble. There is a disconnect there between 
what he is saying and reality.” Now there 
is no one to speak on Sheen’s behalf: On 
Feb. 28, his longtime publicist Stan 
Rosenfield “respectfully resigned.” And 
Lorre has only commented on the 
situation obliquely through his vanity 
cards, most recently on Feb. 28 when he 
mused, “The Fall from Grace is, in fact, 
a Sprint from Grace. Or, more accur- 
ately, ‘Screw Grace, Iam so outta here!’” 
Sheen’s family has avoided entering the 
media fray, though a knowledgeable 
source tells EW that Martin Sheen tried 
to get Men canceled after his son was 
hospitalized for “abdominal pains” in 
January. (Martin Sheen could not be 
reached for comment.) 

Then there's the question of his future. 
Sure, he’s talked about writing a book, 
making a third sequel to Major League, 
and doing a show for HBO that would pay 
him $5 million an episode, but the series 
proved to be a figment of his imagination, 
according to HBO. Perhaps it would be 
best if Sheen—who has five children, rang- 
ing in age from 2 to 26—focused less on 
what he can do after Men and more on get- 
ting to a place where others will want to 
work with him again. “He's got a long way 

to go to assure people that he’s 
worth the risk,” says Jim Bates 
of the crisis-management 
firm Sitrick and Co. “He 
has talent, but that’s not 
enough to overcome the 
fears of taking someone 
like him on.” That’s assum- 
ing he ever gets another 
opportunity like the one he 
has had for eight lucrative years. 
“We have not heard the last of this,” says 
celebrity-addiction specialist Dr. Drew 
Pinsky. “It’s just a question of when it hap- 
pens again, and will he survive.” (With 
additional reporting by James Hibberd) 
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COMMENTARY 


Is Gone. 


No amount of rehab— 
drug, image, or otherwise— 
can repair Sheen’s 
reputation. BY JESS CAGLE 


GOT A VERY BIG kick out of 

Charlie Sheen for a very long time. 

I don’t mean I thought he wasa_ | 

good guy or an upstanding citizen, 
or that I was a huge fan of Two and a Half 
Men. But Sheen himself was fascinating: 
acelebrity unhinged and uninterested in 
making himself warm and fuzzy to the 
public. He has never seemed admirable 
or even decent, but he was authentic and 
never boring. We imagined we might live 
the way he did, if we were powerful and 
beloved and exceedingly wealthy and 
free of conscience or any moral code 
whatsoever—sex, drugs, world-class 
hotels. And except for the occasional 
arrest or stint in rehab, he always ended 
up back on our Ts, hitting his marks 
on his top-rated series, playing a PG-13- 
rated version of himself. 

But the Good Time Charlie we 
believed in was laid to rest by his mind- 
boggling radio and morning-television 
media tour. Staggeringly arrogant, 
twitchy, raspy, delusional, and gaunt, 
he would’ve been more at home in the 
movie Winter’s Bone than on a sunny 
CBS sitcom. He seemed hell-bent on 
destroying his show, the jobs of the 
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people who worked on it, his career, 
and the rest of his audience’s goodwill. 
We've learned a lot about Sheen these 
past few days. First, he really is a pig 
when it comes to women, if there was 
any lingering doubt. He put the two 
young blank-eyed females now sharing 
his home on display, and he took a 
verbal swipe at his estranged wife (the 
same one who accused him of domestic 
violence in 2009), his voice dropping to 
a low, disturbing growl. His denials of 
anti-Semitism cannot dry the contempt 
that dripped from his voice when he 


“The Good Time 
Charlie we 
believed in has 
been laid to rest 
by his mind- 
boggling radio 
and morning- 
television 
media tour” 


referred to Two and a Half Men creator 
Chuck Lorre as “Chaim Levine.” Boast- 
ful and belligerent, he insisted he 
doesn’t have a disease: “I cured it with 
my brain,” he said. He apparently 
passed a drug test, but he still sounds 
as though he’s been medicating himself, 
and certainly not with his brain. 

We can never look at Charlie Sheen 
the same way again; this is a unique 
celebrity meltdown, and it elicits a par- 
ticular response. When Mel Gibson’s 
hateful phone calls surfaced, we felt 
disgusted. When Britney Spears 
shaved her head and went wild, we felt 
concerned. But Sheen’s fall seems 
anticlimactic (it has been, after all, a 
long time coming), as well as sad and 
frustrating and hopeless. He insists 
he’s “special,” and keeps referring to 
himself as a “rock star,” but in fact he 
sounds more like a garden-variety 
addict—grandiose, angry, desperately 
insecure. Take away the private planes 
and global fame, and his story is similar 
to a thousand others you could hear in 
a thousand 12-step meetings every day 
from addicts who, like Sheen, once con- 
sidered Alcoholics Anonymous the 
“work of sissies.” But those stories 
often end with a change of heart and 
the addict’s realization that, in fact, he 
or she isn’t too special to admit the 
problem and ask for help. The ending 
of Sheen’s story has yet to be told, but 
it’s not looking good. With all his talent 
and opportunities and privilege, Sheen 
might have chosen Robert Downey Jr’s 
path back to glory. Instead he’s trailing 
Anna Nicole Smith into an abyss of 
self-destruction. We are watching it 
happen in real time, mourning the 
star we wanted to believe he was, and 
hoping that Sheen himself finds the 
strength to quiet down and admit to 
being nothing more than human. 


More on EW.com 
Check out these related stories 

from our archives: 

> Lynette Rice's 2007 profile on 

Two and a Half Men creator Chuck Lorre 
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>Photo Gallery: 19 Public 
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Natalie and Colin soared. James and Anne stumbled. 
Every poignant or hilarious moment seemed to be followed by 
something boring or weird. This is the story of the 83rd Academy 
Awards—it was big and gorgeous, but it wasn’t always pretty. 


BY ANTHONY BREZNICAN 


»> 


OSCARS 2011 


FOR ONCE, WHEN THE F-BOMB 
was dropped, Christian Bale was no- 
where in sight. The star, long favored 
to win the Oscar for Best Supporting 
Actor for The Fighter, was playing 
hooky at the Kodak Theatre’s lobby 
bar when his costar Melissa Leo let 
the curse word slip on stage. “We 
ducked out to have a little drink with 
Dicky,” said Bale, referring to Dick 
Eklund, the comical, charismatic, and 
formerly crack-addicted boxing trainer 
Bale plays in the true-life story. “We 
weren't allowed back in and unfortu- 
nately missed Melissa’s acceptance. 
I didn’t know they were so stringent, but we 
were banging on the door and they wouldn't let 
us in.” He shook his head. “That was a lesson 
learned.” « Unfortunately for the Academy, 
viewers at home were also skipping out on the 
show—and not clamoring to return. Oscar had 
tapped movie-star hosts James Franco and 
Anne Hathaway in an attempt to appeal to the 
advertiser-beloved younger demographic. 
But the show lured only 37.9 million viewers, 
down 9 percent overall from last year, with an 11 
percent drop in the critical 18-49 age bracket. 
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James Franco and Anne >) 
Hathaway on stage at 
the Kodak Theatre 
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The Oscars are always a night of backslapping and bruised 
egos, but if The King’s Speech emerged as the Academy 
Awards champ with four top trophies, the clear loser 
was the broadcast itself, a critically pulverized show that 
struggled to hold the attention of viewers, both at home and 
in the Kodak Theatre. “The worst Oscarcast I’ve seen, 
and I go back awhile,” proclaimed Roger Ebert via Twitter. 
(See EW’s own prescription for “How to Fix the Oscars” on 
page 44.) Like the royal drama about a stuttering king 
learning to address his people—which earned prizes for 
Best Picture, lead actor Colin Firth, director Tom Hooper, 
and screenwriter David Seidler—it seems most of the inter- 
esting action took place away from the microphone. 

As the evening began, stars made their way down a 
red carpet spanning the width of Hollywood Boulevard. 
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BALE: AMPAS/ABC; DOUGLAS AND LEO: 
MICHAEL CAULFIELD/WIREIMAGE.COM 


Risers of shouting reporters and photographers were on 
one side, with bleachers of gleefully shrieking fans on the 
other. “Everyone’s yelling your name, screaming from all 
directions,” marveled John Hawkes, a veteran character 
actor and first-time nominee for his supporting turn in 
Winter’s Bone. “I’ve been doing red carpets a long time, 
and this is the biggest, most intense one ever.” 

When the nominees reached the end of the ruby-colored 
road, they entered the warm, golden lobby of the theater. Cut 
loose from their entourages and press apparatchiks, they 
were inclined to cling to their plus-one: Annette Bening, 


PICTURE 
The King’s Speech 
lain Canning, 
Emile Sherman, and 
Gareth Unwin 


ACTOR 
Colin Firth 
The King’s Speech 


ACTRESS 
Natalie Portman 
Black Swan 


SUPPORTING 
ACTOR 
Christian Bale 
The Fighter 


SUPPORTING 
ACTRESS 
Melissa Leo 
The Fighter 


DIRECTOR 
Tom Hooper 
The King’s Speech 


ANIMATED 
FEATURE 
Toy Story 3 
Lee Unkrich 


ART 
DIRECTION 
Alice in 
Wonderland 
Robert Stromberg and 
Karen O'Hara 


CINEMATOGRAPHY 
Inception 
Wally Pfister 


COSTUME 
DESIGN 
Alice in 
Wonderland 


Colleen Atwood 


DOCUMENTARY 
FEATURE 
Inside Job 
Charles Ferguson and 
Audrey Marrs 


DOCUMENTARY 
SHORT SUBJECT 
Strangers 
No More 
Karen Goodman 
and Kirk Simon 


FILM EDITING 
The Social Network 
Angus Wall 
and Kirk Baxter 


FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE FILM 
Ina Better World 
Susanne Bier 
(Denmark) 


MAKEUP 
The Wolfman 
Rick Baker 
and Dave Elsey 


ORIGINAL SCORE 
The Social Network 
Trent Reznor and 
Atticus Ross 


ORIGINAL SONG 
“We Belon, 
Together” 
(Toy Story 3) 
Randy Newman 


ANIMATED SHORT 
The Lost Thing 
Shaun Tan and 
Andrew Ruhemann 


LIVE ACTION 
SHORT 
God of Love 
Luke Matheny 


SOUND EDITING 


Inception 
Richard King 


SOUND MIXING 
Inception 
Lora Hirschberg, Gary A. 
Rizzo, and Ed Novick 


VISUAL EFFECTS 
Inception 
Paul Franklin, 
Chris Corbould, 
Andrew Lockley, and 
Peter Bebb 


ADAPTED 
SCREENPLAY 
The Social Network 


Aaron Sorkin 


ORIGINAL 
SCREENPLAY 
The King’s Speech 
David Seidler 
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the star of The Kids Are All Right, who would lose Best 
Actress to Black Swan’s Natalie Portman, stuck close to 
husband Warren Beatty, an Oscar veteran who seemed 
perfectly at ease. The King’s Speech’s Helena Bonham 
Carter, who'd be edged out by Leo for Best Supporting 
Actress, whispered with her longtime companion, director 
Tim Burton. Jeff Bridges, a Best Actor nominee for True 
Grit after winning in that category last year for Crazy 
Heart, found himself quickly abandoned by his three 
daughters. “Uh-oh, look out,” he said, digging his hands 
into his pockets and rocking back on his heels as they took 
off, cheerfully stargazing through the crowd. 

There is no bigger venue for being seen than Oscar’s 
red carpet, though it’s hard to tell in the moment if you’re 
a hit or a miss. Jennifer Lawrence, the 20-year-old first- 
time nominee for Winter’s Bone, broke into a huge smile 
when told the Twitter reaction to her curvaceous fire- 
red gown could only be described with Hanna-Barbera- 
style cartoon sound effects. “Oh my God, that’s good 
enough,” she laughed. “I can go home now!” 

As a soothing but insistent voice boomed overhead 
that the show was about to start, stars began a slow 
shuffle into the theater. Cate Blanchett asked The Social 
Network director David Fincher if he felt confident. 
Fincher shrugged. “Well, if you don’t [win], I will commit 
hara-kiri,” she assured him. (Cate: He didn’t, but don’t.) 

Just like at a high school dance, everything got more 6 This is 
relaxed after the lights went down. Though the “est z ful 
reviews would be brutal, James Franco and Anne more St ressiu 
Hathaway’s opening lightened the mood in the to me. I'd rather 
auditorium. The suspense was nearly over. Those sing than 
who didn’t expect to hear their names were the have to speak.” 
first to take it easy. “Winning those things is prob- JENNIFER HUDSON 
ably not so good for your head,” joked Black Swan SOS CHRIESEM TERT 
director Darren Aronofsky. “It’s probably good to lose. 

That’s probably better long-term. Maybe I’m just rational- 
izing since I’m a long shot, but we'll see what happens.” 

Nearby, Nicole Kidman, Keith Urban, and Hugh Jack- 
man were being cornered by big-time suits: Fox Filmed 
Entertainment chairman Jim Gianopulos and News 
Corp. mogul Rupert Murdoch. The group laughed over 
the satiric song Hathaway had sung at Jackman’s 
expense. “I expected.to see you get up there on stage with 
her,” Gianopulos said, as Murdoch nodded solemnly. 

“You should’ve just started dancing,” said Kidman. 
“That’s what I’d have done.” 

As Kidman et al. headed to the lobby, they nearly knocked 
over Lisa Cholodenko, the director and co-writer of The 
Kids Are All Right. Cholodenko had popped out to get a glass 
of water and, like Bale, found herself locked out until the 
next commercial break. “I’m exhausted,” she said. “This 
whole thing, I can’t believe what this Oscar-season process 
is like, how long it is and how much it takes out of you.” 


Bnnifer Hudson 
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Colin Firth and his 
King’s Speech costar 
Geoffrey Rush 


“Thada 
Philly cheesesteak 
about 15 minutes 
ago. I figured a food 
aby was nothing 
a fresh pair of Spanx 
couldn't handle.” 


CE 


Jennifer 
Lawfence 


Presenters Jake 
Gyllenhaal and 
Amy Adams 


é : 
The fifth-grade 
chorus from 
P.S, 22 in NYC's 
Staten Island 
closes the show 


Justin Timberlake 
and his mom, 
Lynn Harless 


Hailee Steinfeld, a 
Supporting Actress 
nominee for True Grit 
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“It is easier 


to come here 
as a presenter, 
but itis. S 
way more fun 
to win.” i NY 
evin Spacey” 


_~ greets 
Sandra Bullock 


—SANDRA BULLOCK 
PRESENTER 


As the night went on, there were so few surprises in the 
high-profile categories that one of the only moments of sus- 
pense came when Kirk Douglas jokingly dragged out the 
announcement of the Best Supporting Actress winner. 
When Leo finally rose to the podium, she let slip the F-word, 
prompting chuckles and a quick-fingered silencing by 
ABC's censor. After finishing her speech, she was escorted 
off stage by the 94-year-old Douglas, who allowed her to grab 
his cane and playfully stagger into the wings. “I did feel a little 
weak-kneed,” she said a short time later, climbing the stairs 
to the third-floor smoking balcony with her Oscar in hand. 

Mark Wahlberg, nominated for producing the Best Pic- 
ture contender The Fighter, was soon holding court in the 
lobby, with his wife, model Rhea Durham, beside him. 
Mark Ruffalo and Jeremy Renner, both Supporting Actor 
nominees (and costars in May 2012’s superhero team-up 
The Avengers), also hung out at the bar, yukking it up 
loudly with Animal Kingdom Supporting Actress nominee 
Jacki Weaver. Asked if he felt upset about losing, Ruffalo 
offered a sincere demurral: “Not at all, man. Not at all.” 

Those whose categories were still to come wore the 
worry on their faces. Natalie Portman kept clutching the 
hand of fiancé and soon-to-be father Benjamin Millepied 
as he escorted the pregnant actress through the theater. 
But even she couldn't linger forever in the pressure cooker 


36 Entertainment Weekly 3.11.11 


of the front rows. “We just went and raided all the food 
backstage in the greenroom,” she told a friend, waiting 
outside the theater doors for a commercial break. “We’re 
sooooo hungry.” What sort of food was available? Portman 
groaned: “Very little.” 

Later in the night, the tension of the competition dissi- 
pated a little and people began to socialize more. Winners 
seemed giddy with relief, though not totally relaxed. Toy 
Story 3 director Lee Unkrich claimed Best Animated Fea- 
ture, and stood backstage with The Social Network execu- 
tive producer Kevin Spacey as well as Burton and Bonham 
Carter. “That was awesome,” he said. “But since I was also 
nominated for Adapted Screenplay, they kind of rushed 
me back to my seat. It was surreal to be whisked back to 
my seat so quickly after winning. Now I’m going to do 
what I should have done after coming off stage.” He then 
slipped through the backstage entrance to schmooze. 

Nine Inch Nails’ Trent Reznor, who shared Best Original 
Seore for The Social Network with Atticus Ross, was 
inclined to lie low after snagging his Oscar. “Getting to 
know all the other nominees through this whole process is 
interesting, because they’re actually all really nice people. 
And sitting next to them, then getting called up...” He 
shrugged as he headed back to his seat. “Right now, I feel 
kind of weird walking back into that. With this.” 
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“That'd be a 
nice habit 
to take up. Much 
healthier than 
smoking or something. 
But it isn’t really 
up to me.” 


—JEFF BRIDGES, ON WHETHER 
HE’LL MAKE BACK- 
TO-BACK OSCAR NOMS 
A HABIT 


T Bridges 
nd Portman 


Mark Ruffalo 
and his wife, 
Sunrise 


Even though The 
King’s Speech was on 

an obvious roll and Oscar 

prognosticators had long 

forecast a win, the producers of the 

film were still fearful of a last-minute upset, most likely 
by The Social Network. This is how nerve-racking the 
Academy Awards can be—every syllable of the pre- 
senter’s announcement brings torment until victory 
is certain. “There are a lot of other nominees that 
start with The,’ noted The King’s Speech producer 
Iain Canning as he recalled filmmaker Steven 
Spielberg declaring the evening’s final winner. 
“So not even the first word gave it away. We had 
to wait for the second word. It’s The Kids Are All 
Right, it’s The Social Network, it’s The Fighter. It 
wasn’t all in the bag on the first word.” m (Addi- 
tional reporting by Carrie Bell and Ari Karpel) 


For video of EW Oscar guru Dave Karger’s 
parting thoughts on this year’s awards season, 
go to EW.COM/OSCARWRAP 
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Aaron Sorkin 


“Do not 
imply that lam 
dating my mom. 

That would 
be illegal, immoral, 
and unhygienic.” 


Russell 
Brand and 
his mother, 
Barbara 


Jesse 
Eisenberg 
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FLOVENT helps prevent asthma symptoms, 
so she can breathe easier. 


It's hard to watch your kid having a tough time breathing. Fortunately, FLOVENT can help. 
Taken daily as directed, it can help prevent symptoms before they start because it helps 
reduce airway inflammation, an underlying cause of asthma symptoms. FLOVENT is not 
for, and should not be used to treat. sudden symptoms. It won't replace a rescue inhaler. 


FLOVENT is approved for use in children with asthma ages 4 and older. Can FLOVENT help 
prevent your child's asthma symptoms? Ask your doctor today. 


Important Safety Information About FLOVENT DISKUS 


*Do not use FLOVENT DISKUS to treat sudden symptoms of asthma. 
FLOVENT DISKUS is not a rescue inhaler and should not be used to give 
you fast relief from your asthma attack. Always use a rescue inhaler, such 
as albuterol, during a sudden asthma attack. 


Do not use FLOVENT DISKUS if you have severe allergy to milk proteins or 
fluticasone propionate. Ask your doctor if you are not sure. 


Tell your doctor about the medicines you take and about all of your medical 
conditions. Do not stop taking FLOVENT DISKUS, even if you are feeling 
better, unless your doctor tells you to. If you miss a dose, just take your 
next scheduled dose when it is due. Do not take 2 doses at the same time 
unless your doctor tells you to. If you are not sure about your dosing, 
call your doctor. 


If you have not had or have not been vaccinated against chickenpox, measles, 
or active tuberculosis, you should stay away from people who are infected. You 
should avoid exposure to chickenpox, measles, and tuberculosis. If exposed, 
consult your healthcare provider without delay. 


FLOVENT DISKUS can cause Serious side effects, including: 

- fungal infections (thrush) in your mouth and throat. Tell your doctor if you 
have any redness or white-colored coating in your mouth. 

- weakened immune system and decreased ability to fight infections. 
Worsening of existing tuberculosis, fungal, bacterial, viral, or parasitic 
infections, or ocular herpes simplex may occur. Symptoms of infection may 
include: fever, pain, aches, chills, feeling tired, nausea and vomiting. Tell 
your doctor about any signs of infection while you use FLOVENT DISKUS. 

- decreased adrenal function (adrenal insufficiency). Symptoms of 
decreased adrenal function include tiredness, weakness, nausea and vomiting, 
and low blood pressure. Decreased adrenal function can lead to death. 

- allergic reaction (anaphylaxis). Call your doctor and stop FLOVENT 
DISKUS right away if you have any symptoms of an allergic reaction: 
swelling of the face, throat, and tongue, hives, rash, breathing problems. 

- lower bone mineral density. This may be a problem for people who already 
have a higher chance of low bone density (osteoporosis). 

- slow growth in children. The growth of children using FLOVENT DISKUS 
should be checked regularly. 

- eye problems including glaucoma and cataracts. Tell your doctor about 
any vision changes while using FLOVENT DISKUS. Your doctor may tell you 
to have your eyes checked. 

- increased wheezing (bronchospasm). Increased wheezing can happen 
right away after using FLOVENT DISKUS. Always have a rescue inhaler with 
you to treat sudden wheezing. 


+ The most common side effects of FLOVENT DISKUS include a cold or upper 
ial tract infection, throat irritation, nausea and vomiting, fever, and 
eadache. 


You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription 
drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 


*Children ages 4 to 11 taking FLOVENT 50 mcg experienced improved lung function on a 
breathing test compared to placebo. Your child's results may vary. 


Flovent Diskus E 


(fluticasone propionate inhalation powder, 
50 meg, 100 meg, 250 meg) 


BRIEF SUMMARY 

This summary does not take the place of talking 
to your healthcare provider about your medical 
condition or treatment. See full Prescribing 
Information for complete product information. 


What is FLOVENT DISKUS? 


FLOVENT DISKUS is an inhaled prescription 

corticosteroid medicine for the long-term 

treatment of asthma in people aged 4 and older. 

e FLOVENT DISKUS helps to prevent symptoms 
of asthma. 

e FLOVENT DISKUS does not treat the sudden 
symptoms of an asthma attack, such as 


wheezing, cough, shortness of breath, and | 


chest pain or tightness. Always have a fast- 
acting bronchodilator medicine (rescue 
inhaler) with you to treat sudden symptoms. 
It is not known if FLOVENT DISKUS is safe and 
effective in children younger than 4 years of age. 


Who should not use FLOVENT DISKUS? 

Do not use FLOVENT DISKUS: 

© to treat sudden symptoms of asthma. FLOVENT 
DISKUS is not a rescue inhaler and should 
not be used to give you fast relief from 
your asthma attack. Always use a rescue 
inhaler, such as albuterol, during a sudden 
asthma attack. 

e if you have severe allergy to milk proteins or 


fluticasone propionate. Ask your doctor if you 
are not sure. 


What should | tell my doctor before taking 
FLOVENT DISKUS? 


peters you use FLOVENT DISKUS, tell your doctor 
if you: 


© have liver problems. 
have been exposed to chickenpox or measles. 
have any other medical conditions. 


© are pregnant or planning to become pregnant. 
It is not Known if FLOVENT DISKUS will harm 
your unborn baby, Talk to your doctor if you are 
pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 


* are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. It is not 


known if FLOVENT DISKUS passes into your | 


breast milk. You and your doctor should decide 
if you should use FLOVENT DISKUS while you 
breastfeed. 


Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take 
including prescription and non-prescription 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 
FLOVENT DISKUS may affect the way other 
medicines work, and other medicines may affect 
how FLOVENT DISKUS works. Especially, tell your 
doctor if you take: 


® anti-viral medicines, including medicines that 
contain ritonavir (commonly used to treat HIV 
infection or AIDS), 


© any other corticosteroid medicines. 


® ketoconazole (NIZORAL®), an antifungal 
medicine. 


GlaxoSmithKline 
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 
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This is not a complete list of medicines that can | 
affect FLOVENT DISKUS. Ask your doctor if you | 
are not sure if any of your medicines are the 
kinds listed above. 


Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of them 
and show it to your doctor and pharmacist when | 
you get a new medicine. 


How should | use FLOVENT DISKUS? 


e Read the detailed Instructions for Use that 
comes with FLOVENT DISKUS. 


© An adult should always watch a child use 
FLOVENT DISKUS to make sure that itis used | 
correctly, as instructed by your doctor. 


¢ FLOVENT DISKUS comes in 3 strengths. | 
Your doctor has prescribed the one that is best 
for your condition. 


e Use FLOVENT DISKUS exactly as your doctor | 
tells you to use it. Do not change the dose 
yourself. Your doctor will tell you how many times 
to inhale your FLOVENT DISKUS and when to 
use your FLOVENT DISKUS. Do not inhale more 
doses or use your FLOVENT DISKUS more often 
than your doctor has prescribed. 


eFLOVENT DISKUS delivers your dose of 
medicine as a very fine powder that most 
people, but not all, can taste or feel. 
Whether or not you can taste or feel your dose 
of medicine, you should not take more than the 
prescribed dose. If you are not sure you are 
getting your dose of FLOVENT DISKUS, contact 
your doctor or pharmacist. 


e |t may take 1 to 2 weeks or longer after 
you start FLOVENT DISKUS for your asthma 
symptoms to get better. You must use FLOVENT 
DISKUS regularly. Do not stop using FLOVENT 
DISKUS, even if you are feeling better, 
unless your doctor tells you to. 


© lf you miss a dose, just take your next dose at 
your regular time. Do not take 2 doses at the 
same time unless your doctor tells you to. 
If you are not sure about your dosing, call 
your doctor. 


Your doctor may prescribe a rescue inhaler for 
emergency relief of sudden asthma attacks. 
Contact your doctor right away if: 


~ an asthma attack does not respond to your 
rescue inhaler or 

— you need more of your rescue inhaler than 
usual. 


¢ If you also use another medicine by inhalation, 
you should ask your doctor for instructions on 
when to use it while you are also using 
FLOVENT DISKUS. 


© Do not use FLOVENT DISKUS with a spacer 
device. 


What should | avoid while taking FLOVENT 
DISKUS? 


e If you have not had or have not been vaccinated 
against chickenpox, measles, or active 
tuberculosis, you should stay away from people 
who are infected. 


FLOVENT DISKUS and DISKUS are registered 
trademarks of GlaxoSmithKline. NIZORAL is a 
registered trademark of Johnson and Johnson. 


What are the possible side effects of 
FLOVENT DISKUS? 


FLOVENT DISKUS can cause serious side 
effects, including: 


© fungal infection (thrush) in your mouth and 
throat. Tell your doctor if you have any redness 
or white-colored coating in your mouth. 


e decreased ability to fight infections. 
Symptoms of infection may include: fever, pain, 
aches, chills, feeling tired, nausea and vomiting. 
Tell your doctor about any signs of infection 
while you use FLOVENT DISKUS, 


e decreased adrenal function (adrenal 
insufficiency). Symptoms of decreased 
adrenal function include tiredness, weakness, 
nausea and vomiting, and low blood pressure. 
Decreased adrenal function can lead to death. 


¢ allergic reaction (anaphylaxis). Call your 
doctor and stop FLOVENT DISKUS right away if 
you have any symptoms of an allergic reaction: 

— swelling of the face, throat, and tongue 
—hives 

—rash 

— breathing problems 

¢ lower bone mineral density. This may be a 
problem for people who already have a higher 
chance of low bone density (osteoporosis). 

¢ slow growth in children. The growth of 
children using FLOVENT DISKUS should be 
checked regularly. 

© eye problems including glaucoma and 
cataracts. Tell your doctor about any vision 
changes while using FLOVENT DISKUS. Your 
doctor may tell you to have your eyes 
checked. 

e increased wheezing (bronchospasm). 
Increased wheezing can happen right away 
after using FLOVENT DISKUS. Always have a 
rescue inhaler with you to treat sudden wheezing. 

Call your doctor right away if you have any of the 


serious side effects listed above or if you have 
worsening lung symptoms. 


The most common side effects of 
FLOVENT DISKUS include: 
© acold or upper respiratory tract infection 
© throat irritation 
® nausea and vomiting 
e fever 
© headache 


Tell your doctor if you have any side effects that 
bother you or that do not go away. These are not all 
the possible side effects of FLOVENT DISKUS. For 
more information ask your doctor or pharmacist. 


Call your doctor for medical advice about side 
effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 
1-800-FDA-1088 or 1-800-332-1088. 


©2011 The GlaxoSmithKline Group of Companies 
All rights reserved. Printed in USA 
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WINNERS & LOSERS 


UESTIONS 


Was James Franco... 
uh, altered during the 
~ show? He seemed a 
little dazed. No. While Franco 
is the star of stoner comedies 
like Pineapple Express and 
the upcoming Your Highness, 
his publicist says the actor 
actually doesn’t drink or do 
drugs. Oscar producer Bruce 
Cohen confirms: “He defi- 
nitely was not stoned. He 
was just enjoying himself.” 
yy Why was Kirk Douglas 
: picked to present Best 
~w Supporting Actress? 
The award is traditionally 
presented by the previous 
year’s Best Supporting Actor 
winner, but Christoph Waltz 
UInglourious Basterds) was 
tied up shooting in Paris. 
So producers tapped the 
94-year-old Spartacus star. 
“We looked at a list of the 
great legends who are still 
around, and Kirk was the one 
who really stood out to us,” 
says Cohen. “He still sparkles.” 
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Was Melissa Leo the 


\./) first person to use the 


~  F-word at the Oscars? 
Yup. “That was probably 
avery inappropriate place 
to use that particular 
word,” Leo said later of her 
acceptance-speech outburst. 
“Those words—I apologize 
to anyone that they offend.” 
The last time the censors 
had to bleep anyone was in 
2006, during Three 6 Mafia’s 
thank-yous after winning 
Best Original Song for “It’s 
Hard Out Here for a Pimp.” 
Why did Colin Firth’s 
»-/7 monologue from The 
King’s Speech play over 
all the Best Picture nominees 
in the final montage? Did the 
editor of the segment know 
it was going to win? “We did 
wonder whether that would 
be a concern to people, that 
we used that speech as the 
through-line,” says Cohen, 
who reiterates that nobody 
knows the winner until the 


envelope is opened. “But we 
thought the piece was so 
beautiful and powerful that 
it raised all 10 movies.” 
Anne Hathaway 
|) slammed Hugh Jack- 
man for bailing ona 
musical duet. Did he really? 
No. When Jackman hosted 
the Oscars in 2009, he pulled 
Hathaway out of the audience 
for what seemed like (but 
clearly wasn’t) an impromptu 
duet. This year, Hathaway 
took the stage alone in a 
tuxedo, claiming the actor 
had bailed on her at the last 
minute. “It was alla 
nice joke, nothing more 
to it,” says Jackman’s 
rep, who adds that the 
actor was aware before 
the ceremony that 
Hathaway was going 
to single him out. 
Why were 
Javier Bardem 
and Josh Brolin 
wearing white tuxes? 
In keeping with the 
show’s nostalgic refer- 
ences—including 
footage of the late Bob 
Hope at the first Oscar 
telecast—the actors wore 
matching suits to present 
the screenplay awards. “It 
was about going back to a 
different time, a different 
era,” explains Brolin, 
who credits Cohen with 
the idea. “I thought it 
was a nice touch.” 


Who got President 
Obama to participate 
' in the tribute to 
movie songs? After Cohen 
and his co-producer Don 
Mischer put in a request to 
the White House, they got a 
call back from an unexpected 
ally: Kal Penn, the former 
House star who famously left 
showbiz to work for Obama’s 
Office of Public Engagement. 
Penn facilitated the taped 
segment, in which the 
president names “As Time 
Goes By” from Casablanca 
as his favorite movie tune. 
“T think [the White House] 
figured, since it was a Holly- 
wood request, Kal would 
be a good person to help 
coordinate it,” Cohen says. 
Last week, Franco 
tweeted a teaser clip of 
himself and Hathaway 
doing a Grease homage. 
Why wasn’t it in the show? 
Producers considered 
including that bit in 
the hosts’ opening 
mini-movie, but 
decided it didn’t 
make sense. 
——~ “The opening 
film was mostly 
about them going 
into this year’s 
movies, and 
Grease would have 
been a detour 
from that,” says 
Cohen. But the 
clip isn’t lost for 
good: Check it out 
on Oscar’s official 
YouTube channel. @ 
(Additional reporting 
by Ari Karpel, Sara 
Vilkomerson, and 
John Young) 
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SPENDING THE 


NIGHT WITH 


COLIN 


FIRTH 


Nothing can prepare you for winning 
>) an Oscar—not even months and 

months of people telling you that you 
can’t possibly lose. EW was right by Colin 


Firth’s side as he spent some of the most 
surreal and wonderful hours of his life. 


BY ANTHONY BREZNICAN 


OLIN FIRTH CAN BARELY get a word out. 
Unlike the stuttering monarch he plays in The 
King’s Speech, the newly minted Best Actor would 
be perfectly capable of speaking—eloquently, 
at that—if not for the cacophony of the post-ceremony 
scene. This is what it’s like to win. “It’s actually a sensory 
wipeout,” says Firth, clutching his Oscar just minutes after 
leaving the stage of the Kodak Theatre. 

Firth was the front-runner from the start, lauded by 
guilds, critics, and all manner of prognosticators. But 
what catches him off guard is the breathlessness of the 
moment, the plunge into darkness as he exits stage right, 
walking beside 2010’s Best Actress winner, Sandra Bullock, 
a familiar face but technically a stranger. “We actually 
don’t know each other,” he says. There is no coaching or 
bonding, no particular guidance from last year’s victor to 
a new one: “I wish it were so.” 

What the actor, 50, desires most is—fittingly—to speak 
to someone. A particular someone. “I want to call my 
mum,” he says. So after watching his film win Best Picture, 
Firth calls England, where it is nearly dawn. “They were up 
already, of course,” he laughs later. “They were already 
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rth, star 
e King’s 
Speech, with his 
shiny new friend 


online, being far more savvy with technology than even I am.” 

Firth’s next duty is to join his fellow Oscar winners for 
group photos in the pressroom, located in the hotel adjacent 
to the Kodak Theatre. The journey requires an unglamorous 
walk amid strewn cables and clustered pieces of the set to a 
narrow corridor and a service elevator. “There was a wonder- 
ful moment in the lift afterwards,” he says. “Kathryn Bigelow, 
Jeff Bridges, Christian Bale, and I can’t remember who else 
was in there. But I remember thinking, if this lift got stuck, 
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it would not only affect the 
dynamic of the evening's cele- 
brations, but if it got stuck long 
enough it could affect the future 
of the film industry.” 

After the shoot and a quick 
Q&A in the pressroom, Firth 
gets whisked to the frigid roof- 
top of the Hollywood & Highland 
shopping complex that is the 
Oscar ceremony’s home base. 
There, he waves to a phalanx 
of photographers lined up out- 
side the Governors Ball after- 
party, their flashbulbs trained 
on him like a firing squad. 
“Gives you that terrible hunted 
feeling!” he laughs. 

Firth crosses into the ball- 
room, lit in ethereal blue and 
swinging to the sound of a big 
band. The actor could get lost 
in a crush of well-wishers, if 
not for one hand gently guid- 
ing him forward—the hand of 
his longtime publicist, Jessica 
Kolstad, the world’s tiniest 
linebacker. They head for a 
small, private space in the 
back of the ballroom where 
winners have their names 
engraved on the base of their 
statuettes. After the etching, 
Firth endures more photos, 
more greetings. Kolstad then 
leads him to a secluded corner, 
where she hands him a Black- 
Berry for a phone interview 
with a London morning-radio 
show. He stands there, phone 
to one ear and his finger in 
the other to block the din of the 
party. Next, Kolstad ushers 
him through a corridor where 
a trio of teenagers and their mother watch him with wide, 
expectant eyes. “Hello, girls!” he smiles, tipping his Oscar. 
They respond with squeals, and swarm in for a photo. He 
obliges. Kolstad patiently waits as he falls further behind 
schedule. He has many more stops after leaving this party, 
but she shrugs: “He’s just nice to everyone all the time.” 

Back at the Governors Ball, Firth’s wife, Livia, joins him 
and becomes the keeper of his Oscar as he is beckoned 
to a table by his King’s Speech costars Geoffrey Rush and 
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Helena Bonham Carter, and the actress’ partner, Tim 
Burton. They huddle together over the back of the booth, 
a small crowd amassing. Livia loops her arm in Firth’s as 
he says goodbye. “When I married him, he kept telling 
me, ‘Just know, I will never become famous,’” she says, 
nuzzling close to him. “What a bad call!” 

“Look at me now!” Firth crows playfully. 

Livia has a long, curling blue feather, snatched from 
some flower arrangement, rising antenna-like from her 
hair. “Should I take out the feather?” she asks. 

Firth considers, then shakes his head: “No, not at all.” 

“But do I look like a saloon girl?” 

Firth slips an arm around her shoulders, leans backward, 
and says with mock revelry: “We're all saloon girls tonight!” 

After about 40 minutes at the ball, the Firths descend in 
an elevator to Hollywood Boulevard, where their car awaits. 
At last the actor has a moment to breathe. And to talk. 
What’s on his mind? His competitors. Just last year, he 
earned his first Oscar nom for A Single Man, so his thoughts 
are on those who didn’t win this time. “The awards circuit 
is not arestful experience, but one of the nicest things about 
it is brushing with people you admire,” he says. “Sometimes it 
is just a noisy, crowded party and you can’t remember what 
anyone said to each other. But occasionally it is a genuine 
joy,” he says, exiting the elevator and turning a corner. 

He’s on the vast runway of the now-empty red carpet. 


Limos prowl the darkness. 
For all the rivalry between 
66 ry 
When I The King’s Speech and The 
married Social Network, Firth has 
e 
him, he kept 
telling me, 


come away admiring Jesse 
Eisenberg even more: “I 
‘Just know, 
I will never 


find him a fascinating per- 
son. He’s talented, but he’s 
also an incredibly intelligent 
and inquiring guy. I saw that 
performance and just...1 
would have loaded him 
with prizes for it.” Though 
different in so many ways, 
both films are about men 
trying desperately to com- 
municate, despite technol- 
ogy that supposedly makes 
them more connected. 

A crew worker passes 
by and shouts, “Congratu- 
lations!” 

“Thank you so much 
Firth calls back, beaming 
as ifhe and the stranger are 
old friends and he’s hearing 
that for the first time. m 


” 
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WINNERS 
LOSERS 


The Oscars lost nearly 4 million 

viewers this year. Only 37.9 million tuned 

in, down 9 percent from last year— 
and the show was widely panned. Fortunately, 
we're here with some free advice. And not a 
moment too soon. As one veteran exec puts it, 
“How is it that we are supposed to be making 
entertainment for the world to consume and we 
can’t even get a three-hour show right?” 


1GO BACK TO FIVE BEST 
PICTURE NOMINEES Expand- 
ing the list to 1O—and including 
some crowd-pleasers—was 
supposed to boost ratings. It 
didn’t. This year’s list had some 
serious hits, but viewership 
sank anyway. Ten movies are 
too many to care about, and 
there's no time to honor them 
all. A montage can’t begin to 
do the films justice. 


2 MOVE THE SHOW TO 
JANUARY It would be a logisti- 
cal nightmare for the Academy 
to nominate and vote so early 
in the year, but it must be done. 
(Online voting would help.) By 
the end of February, once all 
the critics’ and guild awards 
are handed out, the race is too 
predictable. You know you’re 
in trouble when the most 
exciting win involves an 
actress dropping the F-bomb. 


3 MAKE SURE THE HOSTS 
ARE UP TO THE TASK Is it 
really so hard to figure out 
that Oscar hosts need 
experience (and lots 
of it) performing 

live? It’s why Billy 
Crystal, Hugh 
Jackman, and Steve 
Martin do it well. 


4 MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR 
HOSTS Anne Hathaway has 
a great voice but sang only 
one lame song. James Franco 
was fantastic in taped pieces, 
yet for the most part he 

was placed stiffly on stage, 
where he had no chemistry 
with his cohost. 


5 HIRE TINA FEY OR 
WILL FERRELL How 
many times can 
they say no to 
hosting before they 
start feeling guilty? 


6 WATCH THE GRAMMYS— 
AND LEARN Only 10 Grammys 
were handed out during this 


44 Entertainment Weekly 3.11.11 


year’s televised ceremony. 
The rest of the show was 
spent entertaining the audi- 
ence with live performances. 
The Oscars need to cut 

the categories that bore 

the folks at home. (This 
means you, Documentary 
Short Subject.) Note to 
Oscar’s Board of Governors: 
We know this is a political 
hot button, but please, 
figure it out. 


7 STOP CHASING YOUR 
YOUTH Do not court a young 
audience by wedging in refer- 
ences to social networking 
and constantly reminding us 
you want to be hip. Viewer- 
ship is almost entirely depen- 
dent on the movies and stars 
who are nominated. Just doa 
great show, and deal with it. 


8 WAKE US UP! The middle of 
the show needs a marquee 
moment to keep viewers 
watching. Try a musical num- 
ber or a timely package, like 
Woody Allen's tribute to 
New York after 9/11. 


9 DON'T LET 

COSTARS PRESENT 

When Russell Brand 
and Helen Mirren (or 
Justin Timberlake and 
Mila Kunis) turn up just to 
shill for a movie, it debases 
the evening. We know you’re 
desperate for big stars, but 
what you should do is... 


10 FORCE THE BIG STARS TO 
SHOW UP You’ve tried flat- 
tery and begging. Now tell 
them if they keep refusing 

to present awards 
(and show up only 

when something’s 

in it for them), 
they’re going to get 
kicked out of the 
Academy. Attendance 

isn’t optional—we made 

these people famous so we 
could look at them. m 


Photograph by LEVI BROWN 
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HALLE BERRY 


“ Marchesa 


After a few bad (and barely there) 
turns onthe carpet, the 2002 Best 
'. Actress winner reclaimed her 
place as Hollywood royalty in 
this sparkles-and-tulle gown 
fit for a princess. 
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OSCARS 2011 


INSIDE 
’S OSCAR 


FASHIONS «x... 


RAM 


As soon as the news broke that “We've had so many great moments on 
Anne Hathaway would cohost the red carpet together, so it’s like, ‘How 
the ceremony, Oscar watchers do we top [those]?’” But unlike the usual 
started twittering—and, yes, tweeting— step-and-repeat criteria, Hathaway 
about what the fashion darling would needed the flexibility to sing, dance, 
wear over the course of the night. and work the stage. “We squeezed in as 
Hathaway, in turn, looked to longtime many changes as we could,” Zoe admits. 
stylist Rachel Zoe for her many “Believe me, we would’ve gone for 10!” 
costume changes (eight, all told). “It We asked the stylist to walk us through 
\ was a fantasy fashion project,” says Zoe. the most striking of the bunch. 


Atelier Versace 
Of her many dresses, this 
custom Versace was 
the one Hathaway selected 


to wear to the after-parties. Givenchy Haute : Oscar dela Renta : Vivienne : Tom Ford 
“It had a very quick airtime,” Couture : aes sr Westwood: + is 
7 a : wee : “That was so cute!” : senses : The turtleneck was a 
explains Zoe, “so we said, H : P a8 ; 
‘Let's give it more mileage.” The actress kicked off : Zoeexclaimsofthe : Along withher __ : different silhouette for 
the show in an : cohost’simpromptu : assistant Jill Lincoln, : the star—and that’s 
embellishedivory : swishinthis fringed : Zoe chose an : precisely why Zoe 
gown, which turned : number.“Youcould : international array of : picked it: “It was this 
outtobeoneof : tellshewashaving : designers, including : Marlene Dietrich 
herhigh points. — : the best time.” : the British couturier. : modern-day moment.” 
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OSCARS 2011 


WHAT'S AN 
OSCAR WORTH? 


ILARY SWANK EARNED $3,000 for 1999’s 
Boys Don’t Cry. Following her Oscar win for 
that film, her salary jumped to $1.2 million. 
A few years later, after she picked up her 
second Best Actress prize for Million Dollar Baby in 2005, 
she commanded $6 million for the 2007 thriller The Reaping. 

Talk about someone who really needs to thank the 
Academy. Swank is the poster child for performers whose 
bank accounts grew as big as their profiles thanks to 
a certain little gold man. “People get a particular boost 
right after their win and some opportunities that they 
maybe wouldn’t have had before,” says producer Todd 
Lieberman, whose boxing drama The Fighter spawned two 
winners this year—Best Supporting Actor Christian Bale 
and Best Supporting Actress Melissa Leo. As one manager 


Bigger paychecks? 
Better roles? Depends 
on which actor is holding 


the gold. We analyze what this 
year’s victors can expect. 


BY DAVE KARGER 


with multiple award-nominated clients puts it: “The poster 
for your next film can use the words ‘Academy Award winner’ 
People are willing to pay for that.” 

Oscar victory doesn’t always translate into a stellar career, 
of course. For every Marion Cotillard, there’s an F. Murray 
Abraham. And an Adrien Brody. And a Cuba Gooding Jr. 
“Oftentimes the supporting award is the kiss of death,” 
says one agent who represents several recent acting nom- 
inees. “It screws people’s heads up. They suddenly think 
that their entire world should change, and it never does.” 
We asked a collection of notable producers, managers, 
executives, and agents how snagging Academy Awards 
will affect the careers of this year’s batch of acting winners: 
Bale, Leo, Colin Firth, and Natalie Portman. The answers, 
not surprisingly, are quite different for each star. »> 
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Christian Bale, 
Natalie Portman, 
Melissa Leo, and 
Colin Firth 


CHRISTIAN 
BALE 
SUPPORTING ACTOR 


As one of today’s top action-film stars, Bale 
already reportedly commands a salary in the 
$10 million range up front for studio tentpole 
films like The Dark Knight and Terminator 
Salvation. “Instead of getting $8 million, now 
he'll get $12 million,” says one of the industry’s 
top managers. But as evidenced by Rescue 
Dawn, The Machinist, and, of course, The 
Fighter, Bale likes to alternate popcorn flicks 
with intimate labors of love. To wit, he’s now 
filming the period drama The 13 Women of 
Nanjing with acclaimed Chinese director 
Zhang Yimou (House of Flying Daggers) before 
starting on next summer’s Batman sequel, 
The Dark Knight Rises, for Christopher Nolan. 


54 Entertainment Weekly 3.11.11 


| 


(below) in The 
Fighter with Mark 
Wahlberg 


One prominent agent says the Welsh actor’s 
Oscar win increases his overall clout in 
Hollywood: “It means it’s easier to build a 
passion project around him as a sole lead,” he 
says. “When there's something he really wants 
to make, instead of having to make it for a 

$5 million budget, he can make it for $12 to 

$15 million. He can make more ambitious films 
where he’s the central lead outside of the 
studio system.” Bale’s charming acceptance 
speeches over the past few months have also 
helped humanize the formerly image- 
challenged star. “The thing that people hadn’t 
seen a lot from him before, which he shows in 
this movie, is a sense of levity,” says Fighter 
producer Lieberman. “When people see this 
performance from Christian, they realize that 
he can do everything.” 


OSCARS 2011 


THE COST 
OF MAKING 
AN OSCAR 
STATUETTE 


The 13%,-inch, 
8%4-pound trophy is 
handcrafted from 
Britannia metal by 
Chicago-based 
company R.S. Owens, 


significantly affecting 

her paycheck. “She’s 
already expensive,” he says. 
“Depending on the film, 


she’s making a few million then coated with 
bucks already. I don’t think copper, nickel, silver, 
the win changes her life; and 24k gold, and 
it just makes her happy.” placed on a nickel- 
But joining the select group plated brass stand. 
of Best Actress winners does The price tag? $834. 


improve her standing in ~, 
the industry. “Prior to this year, she was fifth 
or sixth on the list in her category,” says a 
former CAA agent. “A year and a half ago, 
Katherine Heigl was ahead of her. This 
certainly puts her at the top of the list. It puts 
her in that category of a completely finance- 
able actress all over the world.” In other 
words, Portman—who has both the comedy 
Your Highness and the superhero drama Thor 
coming out later this spring—may not 
have signed on to her next project yet, but ~ bs 
she’ll now likely have her pick of scripts. 


With her first baby on the way and a Best 
Actress victory just months before her 

80th birthday, Natalie Portman is on a roll. 
“Her career is in a great spot,” says one 
prominent agent. “The win validates a young 
career of really smart choices and puts her 
back in that place she was shortly after Star 
Wars, when she was white-hot.” Still, the 
agent says Portman’s win may not end up 
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BLACK SWAN: NIKO TAVERNISE; FIRTH: AMPAS; THE KING'S SPEECH: LAUR| 


COLIN FIRTH 


More than two decades 
into his auspicious 
career, Colin Firth was 
already known as a 
fantastic actor. But now 
he’s on the A list. “He's a 
very respected artist, 
but the Oscar is the key 
to giving hima 
movie-star perception,” 
says a former CAA 
agent. “Being a movie 
star is a much different 
category.” For starters, 
Firth, who is believed 

to have earned in the 

$1 million range for 
2004's Bridget Jones: 
The Edge of Reason but 
considerably less for the 


Illustration by JOHN UELAND 


modestly budgeted The 
King's Speech, could 
now command a much 
fatter paycheck. “It gives 
him a jump into the 
low-to-mid-seven-figure 
space for the right 


role,” says a leading agent. 


“It gives him anew 
accessibility within the 
studio system. Where 
he may have been the 
choice after Liam Neeson, 
he can now be on that 
par.” Next month, he'll 
start shooting the 
art-heist caper Gambit 
with Cameron Diaz, 

and he’s already 
wrapped the spy thriller 
Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, 
Spy. Beyond that, he 
hasn't chosen his next 
film. “| can only hope 


that the award doesn’t 
change things too 
much,” says producer 
Andrew Miano, who 
worked with Firth on 
2009's A Single Man. 
“More money and 
choices, but he’s doing 
the best work of his 
career and | am hopeful 
that will continue.” 


z| 

Firth with 
Oscar in hand; 

(left) in The | 

King’s Speech | 
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Newly crowned Best Supporting Actress Melissa Leo had 
likely gotten just a few hours of sleep when photographer Art 
Streiber snapped this picture in her hotel room. Theactress 
had spent the night celebrating and woke up.at’4:30’a.m, to 
do interviews with Good Morning Americdand The Oprah 
Winfrey Show. Not that the’sleeplessnessShowed. She kept 
smiling and smiling and smiling,” Streiber says, “I think it 
was delirium and happiness combined.” —Sara Vilkomerson 
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while on the Sprint network, starting at $69.99. 
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— 
Johnny Depp voices 
the title character 
In Rango 

= 


Rango 


STARRING Johnny Depp, 
Isla Fisher, Ned Beatty, 
Bill Nighy, Alfred Molina 
DIRECTED BY Gore Verbinski 
PG, 1 HR., 47 MINS. 


—_ 
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HE LIZARD WHO lends his name to Rango 
does pretty well for himself. His accomplish- 
ments are even more impressive considering 
all the strikes against him in this simpatico if 
effortful computer-animated family comedy 
about the value of self-actualization and the 
appeal of American Westerns. For one thing, 
Rango—the chameleon, voiced by Johnny 
Depp—is involuntarily, magically launched from the 21st 
century into his new life in the 19th-century Old West as the 
result of a shattering road accident in the Mojave Desert 
at the beginning of the picture. (We can only assume the 
family in whose car the pet was traveling perished. Never 
mind, don’t look, they’re never spoken of.) 


LNNOWV8Yd @ 


DEPP: JIM SPELLMAN/WIREIMAGE.COM; THE SHAKIEST GUN IN THE WEST: UNIVERSAL/SCREENSCENES; CHINATOWN: PARAMOUNT/KOBAL COLLECTION; THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY: 


MGM/PHOTOFEST; FEAR AND LOATHING IN LAS VEGAS: PETER MOUNTAIN/MPTV.NET; A FISTFUL OF DOLLARS: UNITED ARTISTS/PHOTOFEST; CAT BALLOU: EVERETT COLLECTION 
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For another thing, Rango—the movie— 
takes a long time finding a story line to 
stick with. First the lizard, liberated from 
domestication by humans, gets a crash 
course in outdoor life skills. (In the desert, 
blend in!) He staggers into a dusty town 
called Dirt and decides to reinvent himself 
as a gunslinging hero. (In town, stand out!) 
After being rewarded for inadvertent acts 
of bravery as town sheriff, he decides that 
being a hero is too hard. Then he changes 
his mind and sticks to his, er, gun. He’s fickle, 
he’s a chameleon. So sue him. 

Depp brings the same playful charm and 
love of make-believe swashbuckling that he 
showed in his Pirates of the Caribbean adven- 
tures, which were directed, as is Rango, by 
tumult-prone Gore Verbinski. Thanks to 
Depp’s own chameleonlike performance and 
the camaraderie of the cast’s voice-recording 
sessions run like live theater, the script has 
a lively, improvised feel. (The sardonic 
screenplay was written by Gladiator’s John 
Logan and developed from a story by Logan, 
Verbinski, and James Ward Byrkit.) 

The lizard’s costars include Beans (Isla 
Fisher), a girl reptile with true grit; the mayor 
of Dirt (Ned Beatty), a tortoise who controls 
his town’s dwindling water by taking his cues 
from John Huston’s sinister Noah Cross 
in Chinatown; a philosophizing armadillo 
(Alfred Molina) with a lance borrowed from 
Don Quixote and a cartoon-Spanish accent 
borrowed from Antonio Banderas in 
Shrek; and the Spirit of the West (Timothy 
Olyphant), a man with no name who bears 
a close vocal and poncho-costumed resem- 
blance to Clint Eastwood (see sidebar). 


RANGO RIFFS ON CLASSIC MOVIES 


The biggest strike against Rango, 
though—for both the movie and the 
hero—is that the lizard is so damn ugly. 

As are his animated colleagues. And 

by ugly I mean remarkably, repellently, 
did this really test well with audiences? 

Jar Jar Binks ugly. The Geico gecko is a 
far, far more telegenic star than the asym- 
metrical, bulbous green creation whose face, 
with its hints of ET. and Kermit the Frog 
DNA, fills so much of the screen so much of 
the time. Beans is worse: She's got the kind 
of you guys are useless (so I'd better do this 
myself) gumption characteristic of so many 
heroines in family-oriented animated 
projects these days—and she really does look 
like Jar Jar’s reptilian cousin, crossbred with 
a strain of Avatar’s Na’vi genetic code. 

The warty, hairy, tongue-flicking animal 
cast is all the more distracting for taking 
away from the production's obviously loving, 
appealing attention to perspective and 
background detail. (Rango is the first full- 
scale animated feature generated by the 
redoubtable special-effects house of 
Industrial Light & Magic.) Care has gone into 
the re-creation of iconic shots from great 
American Westerns—Rango’s climax is pure 
High Noon—and in the last act, the story 
does coalesce into the satisfying shape of a 
classic showdown, during which the hero no 
one thought would last a day in such a mean 
old town prevails, not only against external 
evil but also against his own weaknesses. 
Neither Rango the mash-up movie nor Rango 
the lizard is particularly lovable. But there’s 
no denying the intrigue in its combination 
of the good, the bad, and the ugly. B- 


In Rango, 
Johnny Depp 
brings the 


make-believe 
swashbuck- 
ling that he 
showed in his 
Pirates of the 
Caribbean 
adventures. 


*  Dothe hardscrabble desert critters in Rango remind you of certain legendary characters from the silver screen? 
They should. The animated romp is packed with cinematic shout-outs. Here are six. —Anthony Breznican 


Johnny Depp's Rango i The tortoise mayor's 


sounds like Kermit * whitehat,suspenders, : baddie Rattlesnake © from FearandLoathing 
butis modeled on + and stentorian voice : Jakerecalls TheGood, — inLas Vegas pops up H 
Don Knotts’ gunslinger/ | arenods to John ? theBadandtheUglys : whenRangois thrown 
dentist from The Shaki- » tHuston’snastyNoah =: LeeVanCleefcomplete © fromacarandsplats 
est Gunin the West. = Cross from Chinatown. : withscalymustache. = on Duke's windshield. 


+ Depp's own Raoul Duke : 


: Ametal-beaked hawk 
: whoterrorizes Rango 
: andthe townsfolkisa 
+ tribute to Tim Strawn, 
: Lee Marvin's tin-nosed 
> villain from Cat Ballou. 
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The Adjustment 
Bureau 


STARRING Matt Damon, Emily Blunt 
DIRECTED BY George Nolfi 

PG-13, 1 HR., 49 MINS. 

By Owen Gleiberman 


The Adjustment Bureau is an enjoyable piece 
of hokum—your basic doom-laden parable of 
metaphysical sci-fi mind control, only with 
a surprise romantic sparkle. It’s based on a 
1954 short story by Philip K. Dick (called 
“Adjustment Team”), but even as the film 
gives you a taste of Dick’s crazy-visionary 
the corporation ate my brain! paranoia, it 
infuses that twisty gloom with a spirit 

that’s lighter and almost playful. It’s like 
Philip K. Dick meets Sliding Doors. 

Matt Damon, beefy and gregarious, has just 
the right expansive yet guarded charisma to 
play David Norris, an on-the-rise political 
star who gets derailed (because of his not- 
quite-tamed frat-house side) in his bid to be 
a New York senator. In a luxe hotel men’s 
room, just before his concession speech, he 
meets Elise, a free spirit and professional 
dancer who had ducked into one of the stalls. 
She’s played by Emily Blunt, and in the 
extended scene that follows, she and Damon, 
jousting and then kissing, generate the rare 
connection that actually feels spontaneous. 

Blunt, who has the big-eyed, straight-haired 
beauty of a’60s swinging-London model, is a 
magnificent flirt, with smiles that aren’t just 
come-ons but an intriguingly telegraphed 
series of wishes and promises. And Damon 
makes David not only smitten but shocked, 
as if love had slapped him awake. Their bond 
grounds the entire movie. Because a little 
later, when David, now with a corporate job, 
wanders into an office he wasn’t supposed to 
enter, he sees that everyone in the office has 
literally been frozen. And is being worked 
on. By men in fedoras and dark suits (led, 
in an ideal casting touch, by Mad Men’s John 
Slattery) who look like ’50s FBI agents as 
reimagined by Kafka. From that moment on, 
David’s dream of love may not be an option. 

Who are these American fascist Mad Men? 

, .don’t want to give away too much, but let’s 


say two things: They control...a lot. And 
though creepy and sinister and all that, 
they’re not nearly as black-and-white evil as 
you first think. The Adjustment Bureau is the 
thriller as glorified philosophical videogame, 
with David dashing through doors that are 
like looking-glass passageways, trying to 
wrench his destiny away from the forces 
that claim he has no free will. In many ways, 
this is a dated and rather gimmicky movie. 
Yet it’s directed (by The Bourne Ultimatum’s 
coscreenwriter George Nolfi) with a wide- 
eyed spirit. It taps into your longing for the 
days when a sci-fi matrix could explain the 
world without making it a darker place. B 


‘tical Mass A sampling of critics from across 
the country grade 10 current releases. 
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BLACK SWAN 


CEDAR RAPIDS 


THE FIGHTER 


GNOMEO & JULIET 


HALL PASS 


* JUST GO WITH IT 


THE KING'S SPEECH 
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TRUE GRIT 
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DRIVE ANGRY: RON BATZDORF; TAKE ME HOME TONIGHT: RON BATZDORFF 


Take Me 
Home Tonight 


STARRING Topher Grace, Anna Faris 


DIRECTED BY Michael Dowse 
R, 1HR., 40 MINS. 


There are deep-dish ’80s nostalgia movies, 
like Adventureland and Hot Tub Time Machine. 
Then there’s Take Me Home Tonight, which 
duplicates the car crashes, drug jokes, all- 
night-long plot twists, and robot hip-hop 
dance moves of low-rent ’80s party flicks 
with such casual fidelity that you may ask: 
Why not just watch Losin’ It, Bachelor Party, 
or License to Drive instead? I can’t claim that 
Take Me Home Tonight, set in the summer of 
1988, is much better than—or different from— 
the real (cheesy) thing, but it does possess a 
certain backward-glancing innocent appeal. 
Topher Grace, as an MIT grad who has 
become the world’s most overqualified L.A. 
video-store clerk, looks longer and leaner than 
before, and he’s got a new confidence, too. He 
spends the film crashing beer bashes and pre- 
tending to be a big deal at Goldman Sachs, all to 
woo Teresa Palmer, who’s like Kristen Stewart 
minus the storm-cloud moodiness. The more 
he lies, the faster he talks, but that’s his rite of 
passage. (Any wuss can be sincere.) He also has 
to look after his pudgy-loser-sidekick buddy, 
played by Dan Fogler, who bounces off the walls 
like Jack Black and also evokes the smarmy- 
cute Curtis Armstrong from Risky Business. 
It gives you a jolt to recall, in this age of geek 
chic, that being unhip was once truly unhip. 


Josh Radnor, Kate Mara 
R, 1 HR., 38 MINS. 


With very little modification, the rela- 
tionship woes of the six chirpy young 
New Yorkers in this self-absorbed indie 
could be reworked into episodes of TV's 
How | Met Your Mother. The casting is 
in place: HIMYM star Josh Radnor— 
who also wrote and directed—plays a 
puppyish aspiring novelist with a knack 
for one-night stands (Kate Mara lasts 
a few nights longer). Good thing the 
guy's got nice friends: One, a pretty, 
bald woman (Malin Akerman), phones 
him before a job interview to remind 
him to tuck in his shirt. C-+ —LS 


Thanapat Saisaymar 
NOT RATED, 1 HR., 54 MINS. 


Spirit, animal, and human worlds coexist 
in dreamy harmony in this remarkable 
drama, winner of the 2010 Cannes 
Palme d'Or. The latest film from ground- 
breaking Thai filmmaker Apichatpong 
Weerasethakul (Tropical Malady) features 
Thanapat Saisaymar as Boonmee, who, 
nearing the end of his life, calmly waits 
for death in the lush countryside. Magical 
visitors include the ghost of his late wife, 
the spirit of his dead son (returned as 

a giant monkey with glowing red eyes), 
and a seductive catfish, A= —LS 


Nicolas Cage, Amber Heard 

R, 1 HR., 45 MINS, 

The trailer made it look like it might 
have a certain shameless, demolition- 
happy American Mad Max excitement. 
It tries to, but it’s simply not...well-done. 
The car chases are rote and sparse, the 
gunplay is the usual lock-and-load 
fetishistic onslaught with heavy metal 
trimmings, and even the one “original” 
twist is just a desperate attempt to link 
the movie to Ghost Rider. After dozens 
of paycheck thrillers, Cage still never 
looks a hundred percent comfortable in 
a film like Drive Angry. He's forged his 
own bad-movie hell. D+ —0G 


Choi Min-sik, Lee Byung-hun 
NOT RATED, 2 HRS., 21 MINS. 


Charismatic Korean star Choi Min-sik 
found international fame as a man bent 
on revenge in Park Chan-wook's Oldboy. 
In director Kim Jee-woon's wildly violent, 
genre-pushing vengeance pic, Choi goes 
to town as the embodiment of murder- 
ing, torturing evil; Lee Byung-hun plays 
the equally mono-minded special agent 
seeking maniacal revenge for the death 
of his pregnant fiancée. Somewhere 

in all the blood (sickening realism is a 
selling point), a question is posed: 
When does the one fighting a monster 
become a monster himself? B-LS ~ 
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“THE BEST 
NEW SHOW 
ONTV?.. 


THE COMPLETE 

FIRST SEASON | 

NOW ON BLU-RAY 
AND DVD. 


WALKIN 
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WALKING DEAD 


Available At Target® 
And Other Retailers Near You 


wyw.ametv.com/originals/The-Walking-Dead 
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successful document of an 
R, 1 HR., 43 MINS. event—and a total bore of a 
In this backstage ballet film. C-* —Adam Markovitz 
thriller, Natalie Portman 
is an amazing camera 
object, but her acting is 
quite passive. —0G6 


R, LHR., 27 MINS. 

A delightfully bent heart- 
land comedy. Ed Helms 
plays a guileless Wisconsin 


PG-13, 2 HRS., 55 MINS. 
3-D adds depth to the 
visuals, but not the drama, 
of a world-class stage 
production of Bizet's 
Carmen at London's Royal 
Opera House. With minimal 
cuts and camera work, it’s a 


insurance salesman who 
learns a thing or two at 
a convention in big-city 
Cedar Rapids. A= —LS 


R, 1 HR., 55 MINS. 
Mark Wahlberg is perfect 


@ MORE ON EW.COM 


The updated Beauty 
andthe Beast movie "4 

(starring “4 
Alex Pettyfer, right; 


in theaters March 4) 
did not screen in 
time for us to 
include in this issue, 
but you can find our 
review at EW.com. 


as welterweight Micky 
Ward, who may have to 
cut loose his troubled, 
local-legend brother 

(a great Christian Bale) 
to triumph. A= —0G 


G, 1 HR., 24 MINS. 
The digital fairy tale about 
two rival tribes of English 
garden gnomes has a nifty 
3-D tactility, but it’s also 
silly, broad, and kid-friendly 
derivative. B= —OG 


R, LHR., 47 MINS. 
Owen Wilson and Jason 
Sudeikis play sexually 
pent-up suburban schlubs. 
The raunchy chatter spills 
out of them, and some of 
it is funny. But when their 
wives give them a week 
off from marriage, their 
inept womanizing is a joke 
of diminishing returns. 


PG-13, 1 HR., 50 MINS. 
Jennifer Aniston saves 


{UIONFAY LSUIS FHL WIYIWY NIVIdVD (39Vd 3LISOddO) ‘VGISS IHSVAVL ‘ATLSV3d “LNAWGIVW AVE ‘NMONNNNA (49Vd SIHL) 


ONIAO) Y313d “SSVd 77VH ‘LNSWNIVLUSLN3 T3ANVW/LNAWOIV AVE 


this dud Adam Sandler 
comedy, about a 

guy lying to impress 

a hot chick (Brooklyn 
Decker), from utter 
debacle: Jen’s got 
finesse. And she looks 


Of Gods and Men 
PG-13, 2 HRS. 


French monks ina 
Muslim land pray 
about their life’s work. 
This gravely serene 
drama is suffused with 
tenderness. A= —LS 


square, drama features 
a stirring Colin Firth 

as a British king with 

a stutter and Geoffrey 
Rush as his speech 
therapist. B+ —LS 


No Strings ; ; 

Attached action mode again, 

R, 1 HR., 43 MINS. in a what-the-#@"! 

Natalie Portman thriller about a guy 

and Ashton Kutcher who can’t trust his own 

are friends with identity. January Jones 

benefits in a rather looks exceedingly 

hedging romantic blank and blond as the 

comedy for the age woman he thinks is 

of hookups. C+ —LS his wife. C+ —LS 
7 ea a 


fab, D —LS 

The King’s Speech | True Grit 

R, 1HR., 58 MINS. PG-13, 1 HR., 50 MINS. 
This satisfying, if Jeff Bridges freshens 


up a famous role in the 
Coen brothers’ hand- 
some, detached new 
Western. B+ —LS 


Unknown 
PG-13, 1 HR., 46 MINS. 


Liam Neeson is in angry 


Villain Alert! 


Who is that scary 
scarlet-faced creature? 
Why, it’s Hugo 


Weaving as 
the Red 
Skull, the 
Nazi baddie 
from this 
summer's 
Captain 
America: 
The First 
™ Avenger 
MORE ON 
For Oreo 


Captain America, 
go to EW.com 


The Chart 


THE TOP 20 
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SOURCE: Rentrak Corporation; weekend of Feb. 25-27, 2011 “Weekend-gross and gross-to-date figures in millions 
"Includes some multiscreen theaters and prints shipped as well as individual screens 


BOX OFFICE 


Hall Pass 


Though it hardly posted 
sensational numbers, 

the R-rated extramarital 
comedy starring Owen 
Wilson and Jason Sudeikis 
gifted the Farrelly brothers 
with their first No. 1 
opening since 2000's Me, 
Myself & Irene. 


GNOMEO & JULIET 
This G-rated animated movie 
has become one of the 
season's few surprises, thanks 
to family audiences boosting 
its weekend revenue. The film 
climbed a lofty 102 percent 
from Friday to Saturday. 


wen a [ea | 
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JUST GO WITH IT $10.5 


JUSTIN BIEBER: NEVER SAY NEVER 


Beliebers got another dose 

of their pint-size idol with a 
new one-week-only “Director's 
Fan Cut.” So far the 3-D movie 
has shown stronger legs than 


recent concert pics featuring 
Michael Jackson, Miley Cyrus, 
and the Jonas Brothers. 


DRIVE ANGRY 

Nicolas Cage’s $50 million 
R-rated action flick stalled, 
with the worst debut ever 
for a 3-D movie playing in 
at least 1,500 theaters. 
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(Clockwise) The English 
Patient, Dances With 
Wolves, Chariots of Fire, 
Oliver!, and American Beauty 


(1952) 
Cecil B. DeMille’s three- 
ring schmaltzfest stars 
Charlton Heston as a 
granite-jawed circus man- 
ager lording over a menag- 
erie of trapeze artists, lion 
tamers, and one sad-eyed 
clown named Buttons 
(Jimmy Stewart). DeMille 
had a rep as Tinseltown’s 
king of pomp and excess, 
and here he does that 


The Most 
Picture Winners Ever 


And the Oscar goes to... WHAT? The ugly truth is that the best 
picture doesn’t always win Best Picture. Here are 10 movies 
that our DVD critic believes were dubious victories. 


rep proud. Show is big 
and bright and busy, and 
there isn’t an honest 
moment in it. It’s dated, 
hokey nonsense. Yet it 
somehow managed to 
beat High Noon. 
> 

(1956) They don’t 
make ‘em like this anymore. 
And for that we can all be 
thankful. Mr. Elizabeth 
Taylor, a.k.a. producer 
Mike Todd, whipped out 
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DVD«Downloads 


What movies to own, rent, and stream this week BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 


‘ " 


\ 
Best 


his sizable checkbook to 
entice a “celebrity” cast of 
thousands (look, it’s Noél 
Coward...and Cantinflas!) 
to appear in this globe- 
trotting Victorian-era 
train wreck. James Dean's 
Giant was robbed. 

> (1968) That excla- 
mation point in the title 

is easily the most exciting 
thing about this Dickens 
musical. Folks like to com- 
plain about how square the 


=i 2 


4 


% 
bi 
af 

Academy is now, but the 

movie shows just how 

hopelessly geriatric and 
mothbally it used to be. 

Osear voters swooned for 

this cavalcade of singing, 

dancing, pocket-picking 
ragamuffins and didn’t 
even nominate Stanley 

Kubrick’s 2001: A Space 

Odyssey or Roman Polan- 

ski’s Rosemary’s Baby. 

> 

(1980) In which director 

Robert Redford looks 

deep into the heart of the 

American dream and 

discovers...it’s a Lifetime 

movie! Okay, maybe I’m 

being unfair. Because, 

seriously, how else would 

Thave learned that rich, 

white suburban folks are 

as screwed up as everyone 


| 
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AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 DAYS: MARY EVANS/MICHAEL TODD CO./RONALD GRANT/EVERETT COLLECTION; THE NEXT THREE DAYS: PHIL CARUSO; HEREAFTER: KEN REGAN 


else? The biggest outrage, 
of course, is that Ordinary 
People beat Raging Bull—to 
this day, the biggest head- 
scratcher in Oscar history. 
> CHARIOTS OF FIRE (1981) 
If I said that a movie about 
a bunch of pasty British 
dudes running in slo-mo to 
Muzak for two hours was 
the greatest cinematic 
experience in the year of 
our Lord 1981, you'd say, 
“You're an idiot!” But 

the Academy said it was 
better than Reds and 
Raiders of the Lost Ark. So 
who's the idiot now? 

> DANCES WITH WOLVES 
(1990) It’s a good thing 
Martin Scorsese won Best 
Picture for The Departed in 
2007. Otherwise, the guy 
might’ve pulled a Travis 
Bickle. First Raging Bull 
loses. Then GoodFellas gets 
whacked by this endless, 
preachy Kevin Costner 
ego trip. Look, I can get 
behind an inspirational 
movie about Native 
Americans, just as long 

as it ain’t this one. 


Crime, Italian-Style 


> FORREST GUMP (1994) 
You know that guy who 
stole your girlfriend, then 
turned out not to be a jerk 
after all? That’s how I feel 
about Forrest Gump. It’s 
not an aggressively bad 
movie (well, aside from 

all of the Southern-fried 
Foghorn Leghorn 
homilies); I'll just never 
get over the fact that it 
broke Pulp Fiction’s heart. 
> THE ENGLISH PATIENT 
(1996) With the notable ex- 
ception of Seinfeld’s Elaine, 
this khaki-colored Harle- 
quin romance managed to 
put a catnip-like spell on 
people. I have no clue why. 
It’s so shameless about 
wanting to win Best Pic- 
ture (right down to its epic 
slowness) that it should’ve 
been called For Your Con- 
sideration. Honestly, which 
movie would you rather 


watch again: this or the 
Coen brothers’ Fargo? The 
prosecution rests. 

> AMERICAN BEAUTY 
(1999) Was it really 

better than Being John 
Malkovich, The Insider, The 
Matrix, The Sixth Sense, 
Magnolia, Three Kings, 
Boys Don’t Cry, Election, 
and Fight Club? ’'m not 
sure Sam Mendes’ smug 
serving of suburban 

ennui even belongs in that 
year’s top 10. Plus, I liked 
it better the first time 
around when it was called 
Ordinary People. 

> CRASH (2005) Fora 
movie about race and 
stereotypes, Crash is both 
simplistically black-and- 
white and loaded with 
characters who are them- 
selves stereotypes. Paul 
Haggis’ L.A. mosaic 
preaches to the choir, and 
in return, Left Coast Acad- 
emy members could pat 
themselves on the back for 
handing over the big prize. 
We said it then: Brokeback 
Mountain should’ve won. 


In the ’70s, Hollywood had Dirty Harry and The French 
Connection. |taly had the films of Fernando Di Leo. Now 
four of the maestro of Mafia mayhem’s best gangster 
flicks are assembled in the Fernando Di Leo Crime 


Collection, including his 
funky masterpiece, 1972's 
Caliber 9 (a Quentin 
Tarantino favorite). If 
you're looking for suit- 
cases full of lire, Fiat 
chases, groovy sideburns, 
and brutal bare-knuckle 
action, this is the ticket. 


Buon appetito! B+ 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


~> THE NEXT THREE DAYS (2010, 
PG-13) Russell Crowe, Elizabeth Banks 
An underseen drama about a hus- 
band (Crowe) plotting to spring 
his wife (Banks) from jail after 
she’s locked up for a murder she 
didn’t commit. Or did she? Bt 


INSIDE JOB (2010, PG-13) Charles 
Ferguson's sucker-punch docu- 
mentary about the American 
economic nightmare we’re all 
still trying to wake up from. A 


EXIT THROUGH THE GIFT SHOP 
(2010, R) As much about myth- 
making as it is about art, this 
nonfiction(ish) look at the 
merry-prankster guerrilla artist 
known as Banksy blurs the line 
between truth and fiction. A 


THE CLOWNS (1970, G) Anita Ekberg 
Legendary Italian director 
Federico Fellini explores his 
undying fascination with circus 
performers in a typically 
Felliniesque way, assisted by a 
lovely score from Nino Rota. B 


EXCALIBUR (1981, R) Nigel Terry, 
Liam Neeson, Helen Mirren Director 
John Boorman’s (Deliverance) 
atmospheric retelling of the 
legend of King Arthur and the 
Knights of the Round Table 
makes its Blu-ray debut. A 
rousing, rollicking, romantic 
delight for fantasy nerds and 
Medieval Times patrons of all 
ages. You know who you are. B 


COMING SOON 


~> HEREAFTER (2010, PG-13) Matt 
Damon Clint Eastwood's spiritual 
thriller about three people 
touched by death. Moving at 
times, corny at others. B= 3/15 


SKYLINE (2010, PG-13) Eric Balfour 
Aliens invade L.A. in this 
Cloverfield wannabe that looks 
slicker than its $10 million 
budget. The script’s still low- 
rent, though. C+ 3/22 


Most grades are from EW's reviews of 
the original theatrical release 
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¥ \ 
Jimmy Wei 
“shaves” 
Justin Bieber’s 
famous locks 


Jimmy 
Kimmel Live! 


Weeknights, Midnight 
ABC 
By Ken Tucker 


66 Entertainment Weekly 3.11.11 


HETHER HE’S giving 
us the latest edition of 
“Steven Tyler’s Creepy 
Leer of the Night” or 
putting naughty words 
in the mouths of media 
innocents in his “This 
Week in Unnecessary 
Censorship” bit, Jimmy Kimmel has become 
one of late-night’s most reliable mirth makers— 
for a generation to whom the term “mirth 
maker” seems as old as Dick Cavett. 

Kimmel, like Cavett, has hosted his show 
on ABC, which means he’s a perennial also-ran 
in the ratings, well behind NBC’s The Tonight 
Show. And like Cavett’s show (whose run was 
1969-75), Jimmy Kimmel Live!, which took a post- 
Nightline slot starting in 2003, uses his underdog 
status as a path to creative freedom. Kimmel 
comes off like a big, genial goofball. Despite 
his natty suits, he always looks as if he’s just 
shoplifted a few bags of russet potatoes. 

Yet he’s wily, open-minded, and inventive. 

What do I mean by open-minded? Kimmel 
is probably the only late-night host who’s 
interviewed Kim Kardashian and not spoken to 
her as though she’s merely a lucky no-talent— 
he wants to figure out why a no-talent got this 
lucky. A Lost fanatic, he’s also not embarrassed 
to let you know he keeps tabs on The Bachelor 
and American Idol. He mocks them, sure, but 
his ad-lib asides make it clear he’s not just using 
his cleverly edited clips as ratings juice; he’s 
invested in figuring out the appeal of such pop 
phenomena. In his interview segments, he really 
listens; like with Craig Ferguson, you never get 
the feeling Kimmel is reading off his staff’s list of 
questions. And, intriguingly, this former cohost 
of The Man Show fares better with female guests. 

Kimmel is nearly always a happy surprise 
these days, a twit for the Twitter age—he plays 
dumb, and you think, “That’s smart!” B+ 
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Emily,and Bachelor 
Brad Womack on the 
infamous tacetrack. date 


HARRISON: CRAIG SJODIN/ABC; WOMACK WITH EMILY: ISAAC BREKKEN/ABC; WITH ASHLEY H., CHANTAL: RICK ROWELL/ABC (2) 


THE BACHELOR 


As Brad prepares to make his big decision on March 14, host 
Chris Harrison answers your burning questions. AS TOLD TO LESLEY SAVAGE 


You mentioned that the 
racetrack date was already 
planned before you knew 
about Emily’s deceased 
fiancé being a race-car 
driver, but did you ever 
discuss changing it? —Dee 
We've never shied away from 
making those situations 
happen. We're not naive and 
we're not stupid—we knew 
this was going to be a moment 
and it was going to force 
something to happen ona 
relationship level, but at the 
same time create television. 
It’s something she and Brad 
needed to deal with. He needed 
to know her real history. 


If you wanna play armchair 
psychiatrist, it really forced 
Emily to get past some 
issues. | think she said men 
always leave her when they 
find out. Well, | think she real- 
ized and admitted to herself 
that she sabotaged her rela- 
tionships to a certain degree. 


Was it Shawntel’s idea or 
the producers’ idea to 
take Brad to the funeral 
home? —David H. 

A little bit of both. Shawntel 
had explained several times, 
what makes men run away is 
her job—it’s a thousand-pound 
elephant. But what | think 
most people thought was 
going to be tacky was kind of 
beautiful. It really caused Brad 
and Shawntel to face a very 
big dilemma, which was her 
dad. | don’t think he had any 
idea that she was thinking 
about leaving Chico [Calif]. 
And that was a very uncom- 
fortable situation where her 
dad was like, “This community 
needs you,” and Brad was 


like, “Whoa, I’m not going to 
come in and steal this girl 
from her dad.” 


Where was the rest of 
Emily's family [on 

the hometown date]? 
Why didn’t Brad ask 
about them? —Jenny 

That was Emily's choice. It’s the 
Bachelor and Bachelorette'’s 
choice to decide where we're 
gonna be, who you're gonna 
be introduced to, and with 
Emily, as far as the show is 
concerned, the big story and 
the big question was the 
daughter. Will Brad get along 
with the daughter? Will he 
even get to meet the daughter? 


Do you actually personally 
handwrite the notes 

for the fantasy suite 
invitations? —CatTue 

| have before, but usually 

| don’t. And only because my 
handwriting is so pathetic 
and so bad that it would 
really be embarrassing to 
even see it on television. 


What does Brad’s contract 
stipulate about saying “I 
love you”? Is he forbidden 
to say it back? —Maggie P 
That's a good question. Actually, 
I'm gonna go a little bit 
broader. There is no mystical 
contract. People always allude 
that they're under contract, 
they have to get married 

or whatever, but there is no 
contract that states “You 
have to sleep with two girls” 
or you must do this. It’s kind 
of an understanding. And the 
Bachelor or Bachelorette gets 
that we're also doing a TV 
show in that we really want 
to allude to things and be able 
to misdirect. | mean, really, it’s 
not like we have a shock collar 
or a gag. They have free will. 
Obviously they can do what 
they want to do. We just hope 
they won't give it all up, because 
that would ruin the show. 


MORE ON EW.COM Host 

Chris Harrison answers more 
of your Bachelor questions at 
ew.com/harrisonburningquestions 
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THE RATINGS 


SoundBites 


Academy 


NCIS: LOS ANGELES CBS, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 18.7) 4 


women. 
I'mlikea 
human bra.” 


—Liz (Tina Fey) on 30 Rock 


OSCARS RED CARPET LIVE ABC Sunday, 727p.m.| 16.0 | — 
THE MENTALIST CBS, Thursday, 10 p.m. 148) 5 


Awards 
Despite a 9 percent 
P drop in viewers 
“You re the good from last year, 
: the James Franco/ 
mom. My staff : Anne Hathaway- 
. hosted ceremony 
will send over still hit No. L 
some brownie THE TOP 25 aa 
. ” 
recipes. SI) ACADEMY AWARDS ABC, Sunday,830pm. | 37.9 | — 
Eli Gold (Alan Cumming), rao] 
to Alicia Florrick (Julianna Margulies), ¥4) OSCARS RED CARPET LIVE ABC, Sunday, 8p.m.| 26.6 | — 
on The Good Wife 
ES) AMERICAN IDOL Fox, Wednesday, 8 p.m. 22.7 |e 
(3) AMERICAN IDOL Fox, Thursday, 8 p.m. 218 | 2 
Lys NCIS CBS, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 213 | 3 
il 

| support : 

7 

8 

9 


CRIMINAL MINDS CBS, Wednesday, 9 p.m. 13.2 | 10 | 
“+ 


_ 
i) 


CSI CBS, Thursday, 9 p.m. RA! 7 


=} 


THE BIG BANG THEORY CBS, Thursday, 8p.m.| 123 | lL 


OSCARS RED CARPET LIVE ABC, Sunday,7 p.m.) 121 | — 


“Tyra drinks 


THE GOOD WIFE CBS, Tuesday, 10 p.m. 19 | 12 
the tea rS of the BLUE BLOODS CBS, Friday, 10 p.m. 17 | 4 


innocent.” 


—Joel McHale, on Tyra Banks “punking 


TWO AND A HALF MEN (R) CBS, Monday,9p.m.| 115 | 6 


this season's 14 finalists on _ MIKE & MOLLY CBS, Monday, 9:31 p.m. 112 9 
America’s Next Top Model, on The Soup 

SURVIVOR: REDEMPTION ISLAND 10.9 | 6 

CBS, Wednesday, 8 p.m. 
CSI: NY CBS, Friday, 9 p.m. 10.9 | 18 
“ ‘A . GLEE Fox, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 10.6 | 21 

pparently it 

j nvo lv es HAWAII FIVE-O CBS, Monday, 10:01 p.m. 10.4| 16 
fist-pumping.” THE BACHELOR ABC, Monday, 8 pm. | 104 | 29 
—Marcel, after Tiffany asks him HOUSE Fox, Monday, 8 p.m. 10.4 | 24 


on Top Chef All-Stars ¥£3) MODERN FAMILY ABC, Wednesday, 9 p.m. 10.2 | 20 


y) CRIMINAL MINDS: SUSPECT BEHAVIOR 9.8 8 
CBS, Wednesday, 10 p.m. 


y-%) RULES OF ENGAGEMENT CBS, Thursday,830pm! 9.5 | — 


SOURCE: Nielsen Media Research, Feb. 21-27, 2011 “In miions 


@ MORE ON EW.COM 
Find fresh recaps of Glee, Top 


“In high school they 
used to call me 
Angela Lansbury. 
But that was because 
of my haircut.” 
—Leslie (Amy Poehler), telling 
Ann (Rashida Jones) tt he 


can dig up dirt on her t 
on Parks and Recreation 


what Jersey tomatoes are, . | 
| 


Chef All-Stars, American Idol, 
Gossip Girl, The Big Bang Theory, 
and more every week on EW.com 
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t 


pm: é 
Morris 


and Jenna 1 Ushkow 


TUESDAY, MARCH 8 | 8-9:01PM | FOX, TV-14-DLS 


Gwyneth Paltrow’s turn as irresponsible substitute Holly 
Holliday (and her rollicking cover of Cee Lo’s “Forget You”) 
has already gone down as a highlight in Gleek history. So how 
does she top that for her return appearance on the Fox hit? 
Simple: sex. Holly is back at McKinley subbing for the sex-ed 
teacher and doling out advice to the New Directions kids and 
newlyweds Emma (Jayma Mays) and Carl (John Stamos). 
“She ends up counseling them a little bit,” says costar Matthew 
Morrison, who plays fellow teacher Will Schuester. “It turns 
out their sex life isn’t all that.” Meanwhile, the romance starts 
heating up between Will and Holly. Says Morrison: “We 
reconnect and we talk about dating. By the end of the episode, 
we kind of get together. She has to leave again, but there’s 

a possibility of a future between Will and Holly.” —Tim Stack 
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A DAY-TO-DAY 
GUIDE TO 
NOTABLE 
PROGRAMS* 


By Clark Collis 


MONDAY MARCH 7 


Jason Ritter 


The Event 

NBC, TV-14-V 

There are many things wrong with this sci-fi 
allegory about a war between humans and 
aliens. For one, there’s too much allegory and 
not enough sci-fi. It’s also lacking characters 
as fascinating as, say, Locke, Ben, or even the 
polar bear. But it does boast a clutch of terrific 
actors: Hal Holbrook, Clifton Collins Jr., Zeljko 
Ivanek, and now, Virginia Madsen. The Side- 
ways star plays an Alaskan senator who 
threatens to spill the beans on MSNBC about 
a secret prison. Nice cross-promotion! B- 


House David Blue 

Fox, TV-14-DLV 

Cuddy has a musical dream 

sequence choreographed 

by Mia Michaels. Pah! In 

my musical dreams, all the 

songs are by Mungo Jerry. 

SERIES FIN 

Greek 

ABC Family, TV-14 Stargate Universe 

| guess we should have yfy, TV-14 

seen Greek off with a Terrorism, politics, 

column. | said, | guess we shaky camera work— 

should have...oh, forget it. the current iteration 
of Stargate draws 
more from the recent 
Battlestar Galactica 

All About Aubrey than from its own 

Oxygen, TV-PG franchise history. 

On this show, fired Danity Everything except for 

Kane singer Aubrey O'Day | BSG's heart. In its 

is told she must get rid of final season, this is 

the perception that she one space opera that 

just wants to beacelebrity. | deserves to be put 

Which makes the score | out of its misery. 

Aubrey: 0, irony: one gazillion. | ©& —Christian Blauvelt 


TIMES ARE EASTERN STANDARD AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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TUESDAY MARCH 8 


10-11PM 
Southland 
TNT, TV-MA-LV 
4 An excellent Southland season concludes with 
the graduation of Ben Sherman (Ben McKenzie) 
’ from rookie status, as his ride-along mentor 
(Michael Cudlitz) sinks deeper into painkiller addiction. Shawn 
Hatosy’s Sammy finally confronts the man who murdered 
his partner in what’s proved to be the season's most com- 
plex, moving plot. Every cast member, from Regina King 
to C. Thomas Howell, has been superb this season, and the 
finale sends virtually every major character in a new direc- 
tion that'll leave you waiting—praying—for a fourth season. 
The show NBC tried to kill is thriving on TNT. —Ken Tucker 


EVERY INGREDIENT COUNTS. 
EVERY SECOND MATTERS. 


SUNDAYS 9p | 8c 


PREMIERES MARCH 6 


food 


network 


WED MARCH 9 


Q Pik. : ‘ x ‘ & . 
“i 


Leroy, Nany, 
Heather, and Adam 


10-11PM 

The Real World: Las Vegas 

MTV, TV-14-DLS 

In a Jersey Shore world, 
The Real World has 
become quaint. This 
extremely frat-acular 

25th season goes back to 
the location that gave us 
Trishelle: Sin City. Hot tub? 
Multiple train-wreck hook- 
ups? An innocent boy 
who'll be corrupted? Check, 
check, and check. But... 
something as good 

as Snooki? Sadly, no. 

¢+ —Tanner Stransky 


SOUTHLAND: DOUG HYUN/TNT; THE REAL WORLD: LAS 


THURS MAR 10 


9-10PM 

Bones 

Fox, TV-14-DLV 

Angela's father (Billy Gibbons 
from ZZ Top) insists on 
naming his unborn grandchild. 
My bet? “Tush.” 


10-10:30PM 

Archer 

FX, TV-MA 

Those who think even this show 
wouldn't make a joke about Lou 
Gehrig's disease and porn are in 

for a surprise. 


10-11PM 

Ultimate Factories 
atGeo, TV-PG 

How do they make Jack 

Daniel's? Awesomely! 


10-11PM 

Fairly Legal 

USA, TV-PG-L 

Kate helps the singer of a’90s 
band called Ultravinyl. Younger 
readers may be interested to 
know that vinyl was a kind of 
plastic used by old-timey people 
to listen to polka music and such. 


VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE ALL-STAR AT 
FOODNETWORK.COM/CHOPPED 


Gary Sinise 


9-10PM 

CSI: NY 

CBS, TV-14-LSV 

This tale of homicide 
and erotic hanky- 
panky at a posh private 
| school seems highly 
unlikely—though | 
concede the possibility 
that incidents of 
sex-tape making in 
libraries may have 
risen since | was a lad. 
That aside, the episode 


four wives must deal 
with the ramifications 
of “coming out” as 
polygamists. While the 
adults seem to take 
the new attention too 
lightly—getting giddy 
while making an 
appearance on the 
Today show—it’s hard 
not to feel for their 

16 kids, especially when 
one says, “Someone 
was asking me if my 
dad was going to jail.” 
Cc —Lesley Savage 


Kody 
Brown 
and wives 


A | 


| 


FRIDAY MARCH 11 


8-9PM 

The Defenders 

CBS, TV-14-DL 

Nick and Pete temporarily 
dissolve their partner- 
ship so they can both 
represent a husband and 
wife accused of murder- 
ing a yoga instructor. 
Namaste that! 


9-10PM 

Beast Hunter 

NatGeo, TV-PG 

Biologist and explorer 
Pat Spain goes hunting 
for dinosaurs in the 
Congo Basin. Yes, we're 
basically talking two 
Michael Crichton plotlines 
for the price of one. 


9-10PM 

Fatal Attractions 

Animal Planet, TV-14 

A nurse shares her house 
with three crocodiles. 
Now, that’s a sitcom. Or 


offers a mini master a Wes Craven movie. 

class in slick, succinct Or a really weird season 

storytelling. B- of The Bachelorette. 
SUNDAY MARCH 13 

SEASON PREMIERE 8-8:30PM 

9-10PM The Simpsons 

Sister Wives Fox, TV-PG-DLSV 

TLC, TV-14 The series achieves a new 

Kody Brown and his high, thanks to quest vo- 


calizers Cheech and Chong. 


8-9PM 

Secret Millionaire 

ABC, TV-PG 

The philanthropic rich dude 
of the week is Marc Paskin, 
the so-called Donald 
Trump of San Diego. 
Which is a..compliment? 


9-9:30PM 
Californication 
Showtime, TV-MA 

Hank Moody’s past mis- 
behavior is detailed at 

his rape trial. You might 
want to make yourself 
comfortable. I’m guessing 
we could be here awhile. 


9-11PM 

Beverly Hills Chihuahua 2 
ABC Family, TV-G 

This time it’s personal. 
And personally, I'm going 
to watch something else. 


SATURDAY MARCH 12 
7:30-8PM Norm 
Candice Tells All Macdonaid 


HGTV, TV-G 

Candice uses the Principle 
of Rhythm in a bedroom. 
Let’s hope it’s more reliable 
than the rhythm method. 


8:30-9PM 

COPS 

Fox, TV-PG-L 

Illinois cops respond to 
a call involving a woman 
evicted from her mobile 
home who left behind 
52 cats, several rabbits, 
and a snake. My advice? 
Leave them alone until 
there's just one fat snake. 


9-11PM 

Battle of Los Angeles 

Syfy, TV-14-DLSV 

Battle of Los Angeles is 
about aliens attacking LA. 
and should not be confused 
with the new theatrical 
release Battle: Los Angeles 
about aliens attacking 

L.A. But who could make 
such a mistake? 


School Ties 


9-10PM 

Big Love 

HBO, TV-MA 

Nicki decides to enroll 


Cara Lynn in a boarding 
school. Ooh, 

| hear really 

good things 

about 

Hogwarts. 


9:30-10PM 

The Cleveland Show 
Fox, TV-14-LSV 

The awesome Craig 
Robinson takes a comp 
day from The Office 

to play Cleveland’s dad. 


10-11PM 

CSI: Miami 

CBS, TV-14-DLV 

The CSI team discovers 
there’s a hunting 

club where the prey is 
[removes sunglasses 
in absurdly dramatic 
fashion] people!!! 
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11PM-MIDNIGHT 

Norm Macdonald: Me Doing Stand-Up 

Comedy Central, TV-14 

Norm Macdonald's career has never really gotten 
back on track since he was fired from Saturday 
Night Live for either not being funny or telling too 
many O.J. Simpson jokes, depending on who 

you believe. This special shows that he remains a 
consummate, if dark, stand-up as he gets big 
laughs from such subjects as alcoholism and murder. 
Macdonald concludes by revealing he feels sorry 
for the incarcerated O.J., albeit for reasons the 
Juice probably wouldn’t appreciate and we 
probably shouldn't detail in a family magazine. A- 


Serinda Swan 
and Laz Alonso 


10-11PM 

Breakout Kings 

A&E, TV-14-LV 

This cops-and-crooks show from the folks who 
brought you Prison Break is about a couple of law- 
enforcement guys (Avatar’s Laz Alonso and 

The Wire's Domenick Lombardozzi) who gather 
a group of jailbirds to help them catch fugitives. 
Using bad people to deal with bad people is 

a gimmick at least as old as The Dirty Dozen, and 
Breakout Kings doesn’t bring much originality 

to the premise. But the series is sort of fun, more 
of a USA Network “Characters Welcome” kind of 
show than a hard-boiled thriller. B= —KT 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


AE STARS 


SUNDAYS 9pisc fi 


PREMIERES MARCH & 


CHOPPED ALL-STARS 

Watch Food Network all-stars take on a basket of mystery 
ingredients, as they try to survive the chopping block. Who will be 
chopped? Sundays at 9p|8c on Food Network. 


FoodNetwork.com/Chopped 


G 


LIVE WELL 


NC 


LIVE HOT 

Take your workout to the next level with be-HOT™, an Exercise 
Enhancing Turbopak™. It contains three formulas designed to 
enhance your workouts. Key ingredients in the pak help support 
lean muscle, boost energy, increase metabolism, and protect with 
antioxidants. All in one revolutionary pak, so it’s easy to achieve 
better results. From GNC WELLbeING’, the first and only complete 


line of innovative vitamins and supplements created just for women. 


Only at GNC and GNC.com. 


MOTOROLA XOOM WITH GOOGLE™ 

Introducing Motorola XOOM with Google™. The first tablet powered 
by Android™ 3.0, Honeycomb. With a 1 GHz dual-core processor and 
a10.1-inch HD wide-screen display. It’s 4G upgradeable, so you can 
leap from 3G to Verizon 4G LTE and the mind-melting upper limits 
of speed. Grab it and it grabs you. 
www.verizonwireless.com/xoom verizon 


©Verizon 2011. Google and Android are trademarks of Google Inc. 4G LTE upgradeable 
and Adobe Flash expected in Spring 2011. Network details & coverage maps at vzw.com. 


“Enttanment ee: 


AUSTIN + MARCH 17, 2011 


EW invites you to join us at the EW Lounge in Austin, TX for 
live performances by Fitz and The Tantrums and Eliza Doolittle! 


Thursday, March 17, 2011 
5:30-8:30pm 
Malaia World Lounge 
300 E. 6th St., Austin, TX 


Please RSVP to EWLoungeRSVP@ew.com. 


You must be 21+ to attend. Please include first and last name. 
RSVP is for one person, plus guest, and does not guarantee entry. 


ae 7 
ARS DULY Yan TEA Sprint > AAA 


The Now Notewor 


Avril 
Lavigne 


Goodbye Lullaby 
POP (RCA) 


Sood 
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VRIL LAVIGNE—like her break- 
through single from 2002—is, in a 
word, complicated. The diminutive 
Canadian with the gargantuan 
voice has made a career sk8ing 
the line between pop and punk, 
cannily switching her target from 
charts to hearts and back again. 
For a time, it seemed the former had prevailed: 
2007’s The Best Damn Thing was a candy- 
coated collection of prefabricated, post- 
feminist party-starters written with proven 
hitmakers—and halfheartedly dismissed 
by Avril as “just songs” (burn!). In contrast, 
Goodbye Lullaby seeks balance: The first half 
is loaded with glossy confections, while the 
second consists of quieter reflections clearly 
inspired by (and, bizarrely, produced by) her 
ex-husband, Sum 41 frontman Deryck Whibley. 
Surprisingly, it’s the early tunes, many 
concocted in the bunker of Swedish genius 
Max Martin, that show the most personality: 
The Farfisa-fueled “What the Hell” and 
the sassy “Smile,” with its talk of doctored 
drinks and blackout tattoos, restore Avril 
to her rightful place ahead of Katy Perry and 
Ke$ha in the Sisterhood of the Negligible 
Pants. But when left alone—on gauzy ballads 
like “Everybody Hurts” (an original that 
somehow manages to be less deep than 
the R.E.M. standard)—the recently divorced 
26-year-old seems desperate to share an 
artistic inner self 


DOWNLOAD that's er from fully 
THESE formed. “Open 


WHAT THE HELL up your heart...so I 
A fruggin’ can show you who 

fantastic rave-up Iam,” she pleads 

on “Stop Standing 

There.” It’s not 

us, Avril. It’s you! 


NOT ENOUGH 
A raw confessional 


ON LATE-NIGHT & TALK SHOWS 


Liam Gallagher 


He’s got anew band, Beady Eye, with his former Oasis mates (save 
for his estranged brother, Noel), and anew album, Different Gear, Still 
Speeding. EW gets ornery with the 38-year-old rocker. CLARK COLLIS 


Oasis broke up in 2009 after you and Noel fought at a show in Paris. 
Was that the last time you spoke to him? 

LIAM GALLAGHER We screamed at each other. It wasn’t speaking, 
but sort of shouting at each other. And that was it. Never mind. 


Saturday Night Live 
THE STROKES 

The overlords of early- 
aughts indie rock return. 


as Noel aden TRAY EA WORLD ey 
GALLAGHER I'm not sure. We don’t really care whether Party like it’s 2002 with the 
he’s heard it or not. Not interested. emo power-poppers. 


In the Speeding song “Beatles and Stones,” you sing that you're going 
to “stand the test of time” like those bands. That's fighting talk! 
GALLAGHER Well, that’s the name of the game, innit? You want it to 


! MARCH 9 


; The Ellen 
sound as good as all them old classics. DeGeneres Show 
The name Beady Eye does put you next to the Beatles in the record MIRANDA COSGROVE 
shops that are left in the world. Was that deliberate? Wal ose or a 
if . . ing ” make n 
GALLAGHER Yeah, it looks great on paper. But it all depends on the music. sed mache like crazy? 


You're about to hit the road to support the CD. Is it true that you'll 
be sticking to all new material? 
GALLAGHER We're playing the album, a couple of B sides, and maybe a 


DAY MARCH 10 


cover..of “Wonderwall.” No, I'm joking, mate. The Ellen DeGeneres Show 
Will you be watching the royal wedding? JERROD NIEMANN 

> ; P : Pe The ball-capped Kansan performs 
GALLAGHER Why not, man? Two people in love—can't be a bad thing, can it? his country smash “Lover, Lover.” 
AnythoughtsonLadyGaga? MMM Mc cccccsseseneecseeetenstnannnnnnsnsnsencettceee 
GALLAGHER She's great. Seriously, man, we like her. She can 
play instruments. She can sing. She can dance. She's weird. She’s LYKKE LI 


shocking people. | like the Gaga, man. 


GALLAGHER: PAUL STUART/CAMERA PRESS/RETNA LTD.; THE STROKES: ANDY SHEPPARD/REDFERNS/RETNA; COSGROVE: ALBERT MICHAEL/STARTRAKSPHOTO.COM 


listeners to agree. Late-period 
R.E.M. often lacks the fire 
and finesse of their college-rock 
classics, but Collapse’s sharp 
power-pop blasts get it half right. 
Stipe’s cornball lyrics still rankle, 
but when the acoustic lilt of “It 
Happened Today” melts into a 
sweet, wordless coda powered 
by Mike Mills’ epic harmonies, 
it’s a welcome reminder, anda 
pleasant surprise. & —Rob Harvilla 
DOWNLOAD THESE: 
Anthemic Mine Smell Like 
Honey « The triumphal Discoverer 


used to force its release months 
ago. Murky rock cut “State Run 
Radio” ridicules the repetitive 
nature of the airwaves, while 
the haunting “All Black Every- 
thing” creates a fantasy world 
where negative isms don’t even 
exist. But within the harsh 
truths lie love and joy—heard on 
the spacey Trey Songz-assisted 
“Out of My Head.” Simply put, 
Lasers beams. A= —Brad Wete 
DOWNLOAD THESE: Boom- 
bap dream All Black Everything 
» Fame-mapping Till | Get There 


divorce since her last album is 
when she sings here, “Sometimes 
loving me just means leaving 
me alone.” Her big voice tackles 
anthems like “Anywhere” and “A 
Little Bit Stronger” as though the 
schlock matters; her conviction 
makes them work. She's charm- 
ing when she takes up with a guy 
whose ex dumped him after she 
made it to the “Hollywood round 
of American Idol.” B —Ken Tucker 
DOWNLOAD THESE: Soaring 
Anywhere = Lyrically clever, 
Beatle-free Ticket to Ride 


R.E.M. Lupe Fiasco Sara Evans Ron Sexsmith 
Collapse Into Now Lasers Stronger Long Player Late Bloomer 
ROCK (WARNER BROS.) HIP-HOP (ATLANTIC) COUNTRY (RCA/NASHVILLE) POP (RONBOY RHYMES) 

Iu: Be, “It’s just like Lupe’s much- The only way The singer- 
me to overstay delayed set you'd know songwriters 
my welcome,” is as militant Evans went sonorous voice 
barks Michael as the picket through a can make even 

< Stipe, daring signs that fans messy tabloid the darkest 


emotions sound bearable. On his 
11th album, Sexsmith tunnels 
out from melancholy, lifted by 
his pliant croon and effortless 
melodies. Metallica producer Bob 
Rock keeps everything neat and 
amiable: This is immaculate pop 
appointed with sighing pedal 
steel, slide guitars, and saloon 
piano—but in need of a few 
more scuff marks to underline 
its turbulent lyrics. B —Greg Kot 
~» DOWNLOAD THESE: 

Jaunty Eye Candy » Domestic 
portrait Michael and His Dad 
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‘Music 


SINGLES SWAP 


You like a song. No, you love it! You play it on repeat, repeat, 
repeat. And then fatigue sets in; you need something new— 
similar, but different. We're here to help. -LEAH GREENBLATT 


PE TEVOULICES | THENTRY 
a o fh 


LADY GAGA “Born This Way” BETH DITTO 


She’s on the right track, “Open Heart Surgery” 
baby—and she’s still getting you Gossip’s full-lunged frontwoman 
through spin class. brings her own dance-floor defiance. 


WIZ KHALIFA 
“Black and Yellow” 
The Pittsburgh MC turns his bumble- This Brooklyn rapper's single is just 


THEOPHILUS LONDON 
“Why Even Try” 


bee color wheel in laconic style. as hypnotic, but suaver—and smarter. 


pouee 


LAUREN PRITCHARD 
sitet in Tae Deep” “Stuck” 
Still, Pritchard's smoky, smitten ballad 
stands in prettily. 


The London songbird’s rumbling 
soul wonder can’t be faulted. 


Justin Timberlake: | 
Studio Bound! 


The showbiz Renaissance man will 
return to his first love: music. -LG 


Though he’s been busy bringing 
cinema back—this year the singer- 
turned-Social Network star, 30, 
will appear in the Cameron Diaz 
comedy Bad Teacher, the thriller 
Now, and the Mila Kunis sex romp 
Friends With Benefits—Justin 
Timberlake has news for his music 
fans: “I'm planning to spend some 
time in the studio this summer.” 
Does that mean a full-length 
follow-up to his 2006 smash Future- 
Sex/LoveSounds is imminent? 

“| feel like I'm always writing music 
and working on songs,” he tells 
EW. “But to make an album, you 
have to find a group of songs that 
speak to something that might 
not be on the radio currently and 
make sense for you personally, It’s 
right around the corner, | think.” 
(Additional reporting by Carrie Bell) oo 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


RADIOHEAD Zhe King of 
Limbs & rattling collection 
of spare electro-rock 
sketches, the band’s new 
one requires patience—and 

a fancy pair of headphones— 
to properly unpack. Even so, 
there are a few moments 
that will make your 

knees buckle. B —AP 


JUSTIN BIEBER ever Say 


MUMFORD & SONS 
“Little Lion Man” 


way to near ubiquity this year. 


FLORENCE + THE MACHINE 
“Dog Days Are Over” 


couldn't eat, pray, or love without it. 


MIDDLE BROTHER 
“Me Me Me” 


The U.K. breakouts strummed their The American trio offers similar folky 
harmonies, with added rock verve. 


NICOLE ATKINS 
“Vultures” 
The siren song of 2010—Julia Roberts More animal themes! And equally 


swooning atmospherics. 
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Never: The Remixes 
Bieber’s brief set of reworked 
cuts flexes his celeb-wrangling 
muscles, roping in Rascal 
Flatts on the jealousy-infused 
“That Should Be Me” and 
Kanye on the hip-hop sleeper 
“Runaway Love.” B —BW 


LYKKE LI Wounded 
Rhymes The Swedish song- 
stress’ debut was quirky and 
coy. Her second is darker; she 
sounds like a Nordic hybrid 
of Lou Reed and Darlene Love. 
A= —Amanda Petrusich 


ELLIE GOULDING Lights 
Brit Goulding makes synth-pop 
for the adult-contemporary 
crowd. Warbling like a sani- 
tized Bjork over coffeehouse- 
ready club beats, she pulls 
her weight on the first half 
before Lights grows dim. 

B- —Joe Lynch 


R. KELLY Love Letter 
The latest from the king 
of sex-mad R&B is a 
refreshingly tasteful foray 
into classic soul and PG 
lovemaking. B& —Jon Dolan 
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TUESDAY-SUNDAY 9 


4:00pm - 6:00pm 


EARLY BIR 
DINNER 


oun OF Salad, € 
Densert, Cotten aeeee 


$12.95, 


Presenting the un-bulky, un-boxy, un-skimpy, un-timid, un-blah Honda Crosstour. With 271 horsepower, 
available four-wheel drive, and designed to buck convention. What it isn’t, is what it is. 


crosstourhonda.com a rosstour 


1-800-33-Honda EX-L model shown. ©2011 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 


The Tiger’s 


Wife 
Téa Obreht 


NOVEL 
By Lisa Schwarzbaum 


EA OBREHT TELLS stories like a 
Balkan Scheherazade. In her spectac- 
ular debut novel, The Tiger’s Wife, the 
Belgrade-born, New York-based writer 
spins a tale of such marvel and magic 
in a literary voice so enchanting that 
the mesmerized reader wants her 
never to stop. Obreht’s narrator is 
Natalia—a young doctor from an unnamed war-cracked 
country much like the author’s own former Yugoslavia— 
who is delivering supplies to an orphanage when she learns 
that her adored grandfather has died. As Natalia unravels 
the mysteries surrounding his death, remembered stories 
either by or about her grandfather and other family mem- 
bers spill out, anchoring her in tradition and lore even as 
she tries to live in her fractured modern land. Tigers figure 
brightly in the plot; so does a “deathless man” of legend 
whose immortality is explained with just the right blend 
of ghost story and Eastern European metaphor. 

At 25, Obreht is joltingly young to have found such a 
clear, wise voice, moored by the faintly droll storytelling 
style of her heritage and set free by her own tremendous 
talent. She made headlines last year as the youngest on 
The New Yorker's list of the 20 best fiction writers under 
40. With The Tiger’s Wife, Obreht will make headlines 
as one of the most exciting new writers of her genera- 
tion, a young artist with the maturity and grace that 
comes of knowing where one is from, and of honoring 
those who came before. A 


A TIGER IN BATTLE HYMN OF THE TIGER 
THE KITCHEN THE TIGER MOTHER JOHN VAILLANT 
CHERYL LU-LIEN TAN AMY CHUA This true story of a 
The author learns to Chua incited outrage man-eating tiger is 
cook the food of her with her memoir told partly from the 


Singapore childhood. of draconian parenting. cat’s point of view. 


TIGER HILLS TIGER, TIGER YEAR OF THE TIGER 
SARITA MANDANNA MARGAUX FRAGOSO ALISON LLOYD 
An Indian girl A victim of Two boys from 

comes of age in this sexual abuse different backgrounds 


bond in a YA novel 
set in ancient China. 


recalls her horrific 
experiences. 


historical romance 
(on sale March 9). 
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THRILLER BOOKS: PHOTOGRAPH BY VIRGIL BASTOS; MARTIN: KAROLINA WEBB 


lex 
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THE INFORMATIONIST 


ea 


IT’S THRILLER TIME! 


A look at four much-hyped tales: Taylor Stevens’ buzzy debut, Keith 


DEVIL RED 

Joe R. Lansdale 
Lansdale’s latest 
mystery featuring 
odd-couple investiga- 
tors Hap Collins and 
Leonard Pine is as 
efficient as ever. The 
satanism-inspired 
murder plot, even as 
a bloodred herring, 
is a bit hackneyed, 
but the humor and 
dialogue keep the 
narrative rocketing 
along so quickly that 
you don't mind. B+ 


Thomson’s second novel, Joe R. Lansdale’s upcoming Hap and Leonard 


adventure, and the latest lan Rankin, which introduces a new character 


THE COMPLAINTS 
lan Rankin 

Fans of Rankin’s 
cherished Inspector 
Rebus have a new 
character to love: 

the circumspect Edin- 
burgh cop Malcolm 


Fox, who works in the 
department's internal- 
affairs division. Fox, 
not the mystery, is the 
novel's focal point, so 
as he puzzles through 
the case of a dirty cop, 
we watch him alpha- 


—Keith Staskiewicz 

THE 

INFORMATIONIST 
betize his bookshelves, Taylor Stevens 
visit his dad in a nurs- The star of this 


novel—an androgy- 
nous espionage agent 
named Vanessa 
Munroe—boasts a 
mysterious past and 
impressive survival 


ing home, and learn 
how to text. No bells 
and whistles here, just 
the satisfaction of a 
finely crafted story. 
A= —Tina Jordan 


skills. Unfortunately, 
she’s surrounded by 
lame characters and 

a missing-girl-in-Africa 
plot that never ignites. 
Stevens is writing 
another Munroe novel— 
let's hope it has a plot 
that’s half as compel- 
ling as her protagonist. 
€ —Darren Franich 


TWICE A SPY 

Keith Thomson 

This spy-on-the-run 
thriller is very clearly 
a child of Ludlum, but 
more the lesser, post- 
mortem works than 
the good stuff. The 
pages are packed with 
guns, spooks, island 
nations, and every- 
thing else you'd 
expect, but when the 
thrills come a mile a 
minute, you can’t ever 
really stop to enjoy 
them. C+ —KS 


At Last,a 
New Game 
Of Thrones 


“When will you finish?” is the question author 
George R.R. Martin has been asked countless 
times while working on the fifth installment in 
his Song of Ice and Fire series, which launched 
with A Game of Thrones. Fans now have an 
answer: Bantam plans to publish A Dance 
With Dragons on July 12. With the novel finally 
completed, Martin answered a few of our own 
burning questions, —JAMES HIBBERD 


What took so long? 

George R.R. Martin I’m not sure I have a good 
answer. If I did, I would have taken less time. 
It’s enormous. It’s as long as A Storm of 
Swords. It’s very complicated. I have a lot 

of characters and points of view. And I’ve 
been doing a ton of rewriting, trying to get 

it where I wanted it to be. Some of these 
chapters I’ve rewritten more times than 


I can count before I’m satisfied with them. 


Readers seem to universally love books 

1 to 3, while some feel the last book lagged. 
How do you feel Dragons will compare? 
Martin Sometimes I think, “This is terrific, I 
did really well,” and sometimes I look at what 
I’ve written and think, “That’s garbage, I don’t 
have any talent at all.” Ultimately it’s up to 

the fans and critics and reviewers—your own 
judgment is always suspect. In terms of 

book 4, I did have a feeling there would be some 
people who would not like it, or like it less than 
the other books, because it was half a book and 
many favorite characters were not in it. 

Can you tease something from the new book? 
Martin I don’t want to spoil any surprises. 

I can say all the characters people have 

been waiting for are there: Daenerys, Jon 
Snow, and Tyrion. There’s also new viewpoints 
from new characters, and viewpoints 
from characters who did not have 
viewpoints before. 

Do you like HBO’s adaptation? 
Martin I still haven’t seen it. 
There’s been a mob outside with 
torches and pitchforks waiting for 
me to finish the book. 
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14 NEW TRACKS 


featuring the hit singles "Mine", 
“Back To December" and “Mean” 


The Exclusive Target® Deluxe Edition also 
includes 3 never-before-heard bonus tracks, 
3 remixes, the “Mine” music video and 30 
minutes of BONUS video footage. 


ACADEMY 


“A WARDS 
i SUN APRIL 3, 8PM ET/PT © 


FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 
OF THE YEAR 
VOTING STARTS ON 3/11! 


Baa e 
aan 


WWW.VOTEACM.COM 


TaylorSwift.com | SpeakNaw13.com! BigMachineRecords.com/TaylarSwift 


QUICK TAKES 


When Tito Loved Clara 


Jon Michaud 
NOVEL 


Clara Lugo—born in the 
Dominican Republic, 
raised in New York 
City’s Inwood, “the 
neighborhood of parks 
and bodegas, of rivers 
and bridges’—escaped 
a painful childhood when Cornell offered 
her a full scholarship, Now a librarian, 
married and living in the New Jersey 
suburbs, she finds she cannot scrub 
herself clean of the past. Her sister, her 
pregnant 16-year-old niece, and her 
old high school sweetheart Tito, who's 
suddenly reappeared after 15 years, 
see to that. It’s entertaining to watch 
the smart, piquantly funny Clara des- 
perately try to impose a library-like 
order on her life. If only Michaud hadn't 
felt the need to load her down with 

so many soapy plot twists! B+ —7V 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


The Terrible Privacy of 
Maxwell Sim 


Jonathan Coe 


These days you can 
reach out to people 
through e-mail, text, 
Twitter, or Facebook— 
but what happens 
when it’s precisely 
these methods of com- 
munication that lead to further isolation? 
Max Sim has always been a solitary 
man, but since his wife left him, he’s 
been more adrift in the world than ever. 
Coe’s ninth novel cleverly plays with the 
reclusive-in-plain-sight notion and pokes 
gentle fun at our society's love affair 
with modern gadgetry (Max develops an 
unhealthy relationship with the woman's 
voice on his car’s GPS). It is a compelling, 
poignant read but occasionally flounders 
under the weight of too many untidy 
subplots. BB —Sara Vilkomerson 


FALLING SIDEWAYS 
Thomas E. Kennedy 
NOVEL 

As a Danish 

company downsizes, 
repercussions ripple 
through the staff. 


THE INFORMATION 


James Gleick 
SCIENCE 

We all know the 
digital world defines 
our daily lives; 

Gleick, author of 
Chaos, offers an 
elegant view of how 
and why, A= 

LIFE, ON THE LINE 
Grant Achatz 

& Nick Kokonas 
MEMOIR 

The Chicago chef and 
his business partner 
chronicle not only 
the ins and outs of the 


restaurant business 
but also Achatz’s bat- 
tle with tongue cancer. 


33 MEN 

Jonathan Franklin 
NONFICTION 

A journalist who 

was on the scene of 
the Chilean mining 
disaster has delivered 
a day-by-day account 
of the entire ordeal. 


ROCK BOTTOM 

Erin Brockovich 
NOVEL 

This mystery from 

the environmental 
activist, set ina West 
Virginia mining town, 
stars (surprise!) an 
environmental activist. 
THREE STAGES 

OF AMAZEMENT 
Carol Edgarian 
NOVEL 

A Silicon Valley couple 
are caught in a moral 
quagmire over their 
company’s financing. 


WITCHES ON 

THE ROAD TONIGHT 
Sheri Holman 
NOVEL 

Generations of an 
Appalachian family 
are haunted by their 
dark past. 


Grades are from EW’s reviews of the original releases 


The Chart 


HARDCOVER BEST-SELLERS 


Unbroken van 


Laura Hillenbrand’s tale of stay- [URS OUD 
ing alive despite the odds has 
proved to be quite the survivor, 
reclaiming the top spot with 
805,000 copies in print. 


NONFICTION TOP 10 


UNBROKEN 


UNBROKEN Laura Hillenbrand 


Y) KNOWN AND UNKNOWN Donald Rumsfeld 


ES) TRUE YOU Janet Jackson with David Ritz 
Jackson’s co-writer, David Ritz, has 
written and contributed to a number of 
music biographies, including those of 
Smokey Robinson and Ray Charles, but 
perhaps his greatest contribution to pop 
culture was coming up with the title for 
Marvin Gaye's hit “Sexual Healing.” 


| BEAT THE ODDS Michael Oher with Don Yaeger 


DECISION POINTS George W. Bush 


THE 4-HOUR BODY Timothy Ferriss 10 


CLEOPATRA Stacy Schiff 
VEGANIST Kathy Freston 3 


HOW THE WEST WAS LOST Dambisa Moyo 
Amid the celebrity self-esteem tomes and 
diet fad books is this surprisingly sobering 
look at America’s grim future on the 
world stage and the threat of the country 
losing its global economic preeminence. 


FICTION TOP 10 


1) TICK TOCK James Patterson & Michael Ledwidge 
VY) =A DISCOVERY OF WITCHES Deborah Harkness 


ES) THE GIRL WHO KICKED THE HORNET’S NEST 
Stieg Larsson 


THE HELP Kathryn Stockett 
Stockett’s massively popular novel about 
African-American maids in 1960s Mississippi 
has been a best-seller for two years, but it is 
now being challenged by someone who claims 
to be the basis for one of the characters. 
Ablene Cooper has filed a $75,000 lawsuit 
against the author for allegedly appropriating 
her name and likeness for the character 
Aibileen Clark without her permission. 
Stockett has denied all of the allegations. 


THE CONFESSION John Grisham 


DEAD OR ALIVE Tom Clancy with Grant Blackwood 


THE INNER CIRCLE Brad Meltzer 
THE SECRET SOLDIER Alex Berenson 


ROOM Emma Donoghue 


10) “A HEARTBEAT AWAY Michael Palmer 


SOURCE: Publishers Weekly, week of Feb. 23-March 1, 2011 
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E-Readers ona Budget 


Not everyone wants to shell out for a tablet computer. 
If what you're looking forisa plain old e-reader, 
we’ve got good news: As their prices have tumbled, 

quality has soared. Here are our top picks. 


THE HOREET’S 
NEST As sover 


STIFG LARSSON 


Author of the Number One Bes! Selle 


Me GIRL WITH THE DRAG 


Whats good about 


Aluratek 
What's good about 

it Two-to-four-week 
battery life; speedy page 
turns; little screen glare; 
can be used to check 

out library books What's 
not so good Can't 
process images quickly 


Ematic Color 
eBook Reader 
($79) What's good about 
it 4GB memory holds 
3,500 books; can also be 
used to play music and 
videos What's not so 
good Scarce customer 
service; screen glare makes 
it a little hard on the eyes 


Kobo eReader 
($100) What's good 
about it Comes preloaded 
with 100 titles; can be 
used to check out library 
books What's not so 
good Wireless shopping 
available only through 
Borders’ Kobo store; 1GB 
memory (1,000 books) 


Nook Wi-Fi 

($148) What's good 
about it Ten-day battery 
life; color navigation screen; 
owners’ ability to lend 
certain e-books; access to 
free AT&T Wi-Fi; can be 
used to check out library 


books What's not so good 

Its weight (11.6 ounces) 
Sony Reader 
Pocket Edition S z| 
PRS 350 ($150) aie 
What's good about it 5.64- GREAT 
ounce weight; glare-free EXPECTATIONS 


screen; can be used to check ~ CHARLES 
out library books What's not DICKENS 

so good Small screen; no : 
wireless shopping options 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY (SSN 20450434) IS PUBLISHED WEEKLY EXCEPT FOR COMBINED ISSUES IN FEBRU- 
ARY, APRIL JUNE, JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER, AND DECEMBER BY ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY INC, 
AWHOLLY OWNED SUBSDIARY OF TIME INC PRINGPAL OFFICE:135 W.SOTH ST, NEW YORK NY 20020 JASON 
WAGENHEIM, PUBLISHER: HOWARD M AVERILL, TREASURER PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID AT NEW YORK, 
AND ADDITIONALMAIUNG OFFICES. US SUBSCRIPTIONS: $6104 FOR ONE YEAR CANADA POST PUBLICA 

MAIL AGREEMENT NO. 40100178 RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADA ADDRESSES TO: POSTAL STN. A, PO. BOK 
4327, TORONTO, ON MSW 345. GST 124806647RT. POSTMASTER SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO ENTERTAIN 
MENT WEEKLY, POST OFFICE BOX 30608, TAMPA, FL 33630-0608, CALL 1-800-274-6800, OR VISIT OUR 


is N 
UNLESS WE RECEIVE A CORRECTED ADDRESS WITHIN TWO YEARS. MAILING LIST: WE MAXE A PORTION 
OF OUR MAILING LIST AVAILABLE TO REPUTABLE FIRMS. F YOU WOULD PREFER THAT WE NOT INCLUDE 
YOUR NAME. PLEASE CALL OR WRITE US, PRINTED INTHE USA @ # @ 


"PRICES FROM AMAZON.COM, WALMART.COM, 
AND MANUFACTURERS’ WEBSITES 


“| like not having to 
jump through hoops for 
my credit card rewards.’ 


The BankAmericard Cash rewards with no hoops to 
Cash Rewards'credit card is ial 
refreshingly simple Apply by calling 1.800.790.3458 or 


visit bankofamerica.com/getcashback 
1% cash back on all purchases. 


No requirement to opt-in to 
earn cash back. 


No limits to how much cash 
back you can earn and your 
rewards do not expire. 


Bank of America 


For information on the rates, fees, other costs and benefits of this credit card, visit bankofamerica.com/getcashback Credit card programs are issued and administered by FIA Card 
Services, N.A. Visa is d trademark of Visa International Service Asso n and is used by the er PUTSL 0 license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. BankAmericard Cash Rewards 
is a trademark and Bank of America and the Bank of America logo are registered trademarks of Bank of America Comoration. © 2011 Bank of America Corporation. ARGSW2R1 
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Kelly Osbourne “¥ 
has two mommies. ¢ 
’ 


= 
\ The entire new 
= \e \ Dancing With the Stars 
. cast except for 
What a pretty ees { Kirstie Alley, who still 
bathrobe, gy _ intrigues us 
Claire. a, E 


Matthew Morrison's horny 
new single “Summer 
Rain”: a surefire way to 
get the mom out of the 

mom jeans 
Too bad Columbia doesn’t 


have a course called 
“How to Host the Oscars.” 


If they ever chronicles a messy 
break ae divorce you'll 
V4 actually want to 
u p, we call read about. 
With Uses in new videos from IDS. 
Ke$ha and Lady Gaga, it’s 
a good week to find employment O n both 


as a unicorn. of them. 


Dear Hollywood, Please 
don't name movies after 
our marginal songs. 

Sincerely, 
The ‘80s 


AutoTune and Willow Smith: 
F the Simon and 
\ Garfunkel of our times 


Pretty, strummy albums 


The long-delayed from Schuyler Fisk and Alexi 


\ ¥ 


Adjustment Bureau Murdoch: Your new brunch y 
nally opens, soundtrack is served. 
comes with smell ; 
of mothballs. ee Churance 3s 
7 | 
 -Smaliville: i 
> Get this 
Supergirl her 


own show! 
Cautiotis 
excitement 
for After 
Lately, 
the. new: 
behind=the= 
scenes 


te 


SINVOG JUIVD KOs 
XMVMALS T3VHOIN 


‘MO SHL/ONYMO€ & 


_ spin-off of 
Chelsea f 
Lately } Way to 
- stay classy, 


We'te going to reserve > d J Foxy 
this corner for you : =, Brown. | 
until further notice. 


Sa9vwia/ 
Sis WOF 


> Watch Extra 
every Friday (check local listings) for more on the 
o celebrities and stories featured in Bullseye 


A Grammer we want 
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HONORING THE CHARACTERS WHO ARE CHANGING THE FACE OF AMERICAN CULTURE 


TUESDAY MARCH 8, 11/10C 


IWING THE WHITE COLL, : SON FINALE 


characters welcome. Usd 


> about the honorees, visit characterapproved.usanetwork.com 


It's a lot like nothing else. 
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